The Prevent duty: the role of education in safeguarding learners from radicalisation
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Just like other safeguarding risks, radicalisation is another form of harm that learners need to be protected against. Since the introduction of the Prevent Duty in 2015, the education sector has been one of the largest contributors of referrals to prevent.
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This highlights how schools, further and higher education providers play a crucial role in protecting their learners from radicalisation.
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The Prevent Duty guidance makes sure that education settings have the support and practical advice they need to comply with the duty.  In the guidance, you'll find an explanation of the different practices and processes you can use to effectively implement Prevent in your education setting. This includes taking a balanced and risk-based approach - making sure that when you apply Prevent you take into account local and national terrorism risk.
00:01:02
Training - making sure relevant staff recognise signs of radicalisation and know how to respond to concerns.
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Working in partnership - demonstrating effective and productive cooperation, in particular with local Prevent coordinators, the police and local authorities.
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Sharing information - using your professional judgement to take appropriate steps to share information when you have a concern. Information should be handled sensitively and be proportionate to the situation.
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A prevent referral is not an accusation of criminality and should not affect a person's education or career prospects.
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Prevent is not about criminalising or spying on learners, targeting particular communities in society, or limiting lawful free speech or discussion about different beliefs and viewpoints. Prevent is about intervening early and supporting people before they act on violent ideologies, building learners resilience to extreme ideologies that promote violence and ensuring those at risk of radicalisation receive specialist support to help them challenge extreme ideologies and narratives.
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Don't underestimate the role that education settings can play in supporting learners to challenge extremist narratives and ideologies.
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Prevent matters because it steers them away from harmful and criminal pathways, helping to protect both them and others. If you work in an education setting and want to know more about protecting young people from radicalisation, you can find a range of resources, tools and practical advice on Gov.uk and the Department for Education's Educate Against Hate website.  

www.educateagainsthate.com

