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Abstract 

In recent years, a plethora of challenges have emerged which confront not only the UK 
and the EU, but the entire western democratic world, from those posed by continuous 
Russian aggression and the subsequent return of war to Europe, the expanding conflicts 
in the Middle East, and the prospects of increasing strain on the US and UK’s ‘special 
relationship’, new issues continue to threaten the balance of power and world order. As 
politics students studying global affairs, we have undertaken to research the issues and 
discuss how they can be overcome. 

In the first section, we will discuss the long-term strategic objectives for UK-EU 
relations, as more challenges arise with escalating global tensions and their long-term 
objectives in the face of an increasingly unstable situation. In the second section, the 
focus shall be maintaining and balancing UK relations with the EU and US in an era 
during which- for the first time in almost a century- UK and EU policy is beginning to 
diverge from that of US.  

Overall, we aim to make the case that there are benefits for the UK improving its 
relations with the EU, repairing damages occurred from the Brexit campaign, whilst 
simultaneously maintaining close military, economic, and strategic ties with the US. 

 

Executive Summary 

• The UK and EU must rebuild and strengthen their alliance in the face of emerging 
global challenges. 

• The UK should continue to reduce its reliance upon Russian resources and 
Chinese technology, taking a firmer stance to counteract new threats and 
challenges. 

• The UK can balance its relationship with Europe and the US utilising preexisting 
agreements and alliances such as NATO, while potentially pursuing new and 
updated bilateral agreements. 

• The UK can utilise its current position as an ally of both the US and EU to act as 
mediator as US-EU relations become increasingly strained. However, the UK 



must improve relations with the EU, mitigating the damage caused by Brexit, to 
maintain this position. 

What are the Government’s long-term strategic objectives for the UK-EU relationship in 
security and defence? How can the UK and EU manage the immediate shared 
challenges in Ukraine and the Middle East? 

The UK and EU share key challenges, and their long-term strategies are aligned on 
pressing relevant issues. Current economic and foreign issues such as the threats 
posed by increasing global tensions, in addition to conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle 
East demand their attention and, ultimately, their cooperation. 

In terms of the UK-EU security and defence relationship, their long-term objectives 
correspond. The 2024 Labour Manifesto recommitted to the UK’s nuclear deterrent and 
promised to increase defence spending to keep the UK and its NATO allies safe 
considering Russia’s recent aggression (The Labour Party, 2024). In February 2025 the 
government kept this pledge with an increased budget of 2.5% of GDP by April 2027 
(Gov.UK, 2025). Furthermore, the UK has reached agreements with the EU for creating a 
way to provide additional channels of defence funding (Scazzieri, 2025), and the Prime 
Minister has met with his EU counterparts, promising an ‘agenda of strengthened 
cooperation at pace’ (Gov.UK, 2025). This demonstrates how the UK and EU are in 
alignment on policy and long-term strategy, a strategy which includes revitalising UK-EU 
relations, despite the ultimate tensions that Brexit caused on EU relations, to counter 
external challenges. In the words of the UK government, to be ‘confident in our status 
outside of the EU, but a leading nation in Europe once again’ (Labour Party, 2024). 

With regards to Ukraine and the Middle East, there are several challenges which must 
be addressed. Firstly, economic challenges face the EU and UK, including rising prices 
affecting businesses and consumers, which have been exacerbated by the UK and EU’s 
ties to globally unstable and potentially hostile regions like Russia. For instance, both 
the UK and EU purchased energy from Russia prior to the latter’s invasion of Ukraine in 
2022. In 2021 imports from Russia accrued 4% of UK gas- 9% oil and 27% of coal (UK 
Parliament, 2023). In 2021, Russian fuel imports were worth a combined £4.5 billion, 
remaining high at £1.3 billion in the year to January 2023 after the UK banned Russian oil 
imports (Gov. UK, 2023). Since the war began and Russian oil imports have been 
banned in the UK, oil prices per 1,000 litres skyrocketed to an average of 110,868 pence 
from 49,566 a year prior (ONS, 2025). Something similar has occurred with the prices of 
bread since imports from Ukraine, Europe’s ‘breadbasket’, have been affected by the 
war- rising from an average 107 pence per 800g in 2021 to 139 pence by December 2022 
(ONS, 2025).  

Similarly, the economic consequences of the crisis in the Middle East have been no less 
serious, affecting UK energy prices and exacerbating rising inflation (TF Financial, 2025). 



Furthermore, Houthi rebels in Yemen caused disruption by harassing and threatening 
international cargo ships in the Red Sea (BBC News, 2025)- a route for 10-15% of 
international trade which could result in trade disruption and increased prices (World 
Economic Forum, 2025). Likewise, the geostrategic challenges include potential threats 
to European and NATO territory. Concern has risen in recent years that Putin may see fit 
to attack NATO countries like Poland and the Baltic States, all of which are EU members 
(Cochis, 2024).  

To counter both these threats, UK and EU interests would be best served working closer 
together, having stronger economic and military bonds (Alder, 2025). As roughly 85% of 
EU countries are allied with the UK as NATO members (NATO, 2024), (European Union, 
ND), the UK and EU can work closer together to protect their mutual interests as 
members of the same alliance. Progress has already been made on this front, with 
Prime Minister Starmer hosting a summit involving numerous EU countries on 2nd March 
which served to align their foreign policy and project an image of unity to Russia, with 
the intended consequence of mitigating Russian aggression. They have also committed 
to increasing their defence spending, further demonstrating their alignment.  

An article published by Carnegie Europe analyses how the UK and EU are cooperating 
through the enactment of very similar policies in terms of support to Ukraine. Ensuring 
the protection of democratic institutions of the Western Balkans that are under threat of 
being isolated from the EU due to Russian interference. This has led to the 
implementation of an EU-led peacekeeping mission, recognized by the UK Defence 
Minister (Krivaite and Prakash Nair, 2025). Additionally, the UK and EU are taking a 
similar approach to the handling of China, with both adopting a policy of improving 
relations whilst challenging their authoritarian regime of their government, the UK Prime 
Minister called this a “long-term grown-up relationship” whilst the EU is treating Beijing 
as both a partner and a rival. This extends to reducing the reliance on Chinese 
technology and combatting Chinese tech giants such as Huawei, by removing them 
from access to the EU research funding and reducing equipment, the UK has enacted 
similar but less harsh policies, a technique to garner more favour with China at the cost 
of potential harm to EU relations. These countries can also use their position, especially 
at international bodies like the UN, to promote peace (both the UK and France are part 
of the P5 and have been close allies for over a century). This could be effective in 
alleviating tension in situations like the Israel-Hamas war and attacks by the Houthis by 
provoking an international response. 

This report has found that the UK and EU must rebuild and strengthen their alliance in 
the face of Russian aggression and rising conflict in Europe and the Middle East. This 
can be done by reducing reliance on Russian resources and Chinese technology, as well 
taking a more defensive and firmer stance against potential Russian threats. The UKs 
governmental position over increased defence spending and re-introducing British 



influence into Europe, as they have been by establishing an increased cooperation of 
strength with the European Union. It is crucial that the UK establish relations with all 
possible allies in the wake of a changing world order and for its security interests. 

How can the UK maintain strong relations with the US and EU when their respective 
positions are at odds? How can it best balance these relationships 

This section will discuss ensuring that military and economic ties between the United 
Kingdom and both the European Union and the United States remain strong, and that 
the UK remains a close ally of both even at times when their policies diverge. 

One of the first ways that the UK can maintain strong relations with both the EU and US 
is through continuing commitment to international organizations- one of which being 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)- of which the UK and US were founding 
members (BBC News; Forster and Wallace, 2007: 111). With most of the EU countries 
now being members of NATO (as previously discussed), this is one the primary ways 
that the US is currently linked to Europe, with the US being the primary military provider 
for spending for much of this time (BBC News), allowing them to keep in close contact 
with the UK and EU and ensuring their continued cooperation. The US and UK are some 
of the more powerful militaries in NATO, meaning both countries together can ensure 
that the organisation can still be seen as cooperating as an important safeguard for 
Europe and the west (Yap, 2025; Dunn and Webber, 2017:474).  

However, the recent political climate has affected this relationship, particularly after the 
outcome of President Trump and President Zelenskyy meeting on 28 February of 2025 
(Tisdall, 2025; Bateman, 2025), and in fact, the United States’ position has recently 
been aligned closer to Russia than its NATO allies (BBC News; Tisdall, 2025; Fox, 2025). 
Things have been just as tense from an economic perspective. As of the 2nd of April 
2025, Donald Trump has placed a range of tariffs on UK exports to the United States. He 
introduced a 25% tariff on aluminium imports and a 25% tariff on steel imports, which 
will seriously impact UK steel producers, which claimed they lost customers and 
struggled with greater competition from cheaper imports (Jolly, 2025). President Trump 
also declared a 25% tariff on all auto imports into the USA, including autos from the UK, 
putting the UK automotive sector at risk, as it exported over 101,000 vehicles valued at 
£7.6 billion to the US in the last year, putting approximately 25,000 jobs at risk 
(Lancefield, 2025). The Trump administration has also shown intentions to impose 
tariffs on other industries, such as pharmaceuticals, food and drink exports like salmon, 
chocolate, and cheese, and the aerospace and chemicals sectors. There is concern 
amongst some that all UK exports will be hit with a blanket 20% tariff (BBC, 2024). 
However, some hope that the UK will be able to announce a special trade deal with the 
US, to reduce or reverse some of the newly announced tariffs (Badenoch, 2025). 
Research by YouGov found that 71% of polled Brits would support retaliatory tariffs on 
the US (YouGov, 2025). 



This recent shift in the global order prompted European leaders, primarily from the EU 
to meet and discuss the next steps that can be taken when it comes to the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine (Al Jazeera, 2025). One way that the UK can maintain the strong 
relations with both is to continue its efforts in balancing between the US and the EU 
when it comes to military influence. Currently, the UK, EU, and NATO rely heavily upon 
the US for military aid. However, due to the divergence in policy between the US and 
their Western allies since Trump came back into office calls have increased in Europe to 
have less reliance on the US military for protection (Fox, 2025). Trump has historically 
been critical of NATO and bemoaned their reliance upon the US – even suggesting he 
would allow enemies to attack certain countries despite the terms of the alliance 
prohibiting this (FitzGerald, 2024). President Trump has made no suggestion that the US 
would take the most extreme step of withdrawing NATO, but his harsh rhetoric has 
caused concern. Both the UK and France, for example, have coordinated to attempt to 
fill the nuclear weapons gap that would be created if the US did not side with NATO. This 
decision comes as both Russia and the US are being seen as more and more unreliable 
(Fox, 2025). It is actions like this that can ultimately balance the relationship between 
the two though it could likely lead to more negativity from Trump towards the EU. 
Another way that this could be balanced is through an individual agreement between 
the US and the UK, which would strengthen the ties between the two countries (Yap, 
2025). With the UK moving closer towards its European allies, a new agreement would 
ensure that President Trump would still have some stake in UK and not positioned too 
close towards Russia. Currently there are some connections other than culture and 
trade that do link the US and the UK, but not all of Europe, when it comes to defence, 
such as intelligence sharing that is done between GCHQ, the Five Eyes Alliance as well 
as Trident (Yap, 2025). Ensuring that these ties continue will allow for a better balance 
between the relations of the EU-UK-US with the UK being the primary link between the 
US and the EU in further discussion. 

Bilateral or trilateral agreements could be beneficial in trade too. The UK and EU share 
the world’s second largest trading relationship, facilitating over £660 billion (€750 
billion) in trade each year (GOV.uk, 2024), something that the UK does not wish to be 
compromised. A large part of securing the future economic ties between the UK and the 
EU will purely be communication (Roselle, 2010), as is currently being demonstrated by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves (GOV.uk, 2024), and the Prime Minister, 
Kier Starmer. The US’ relationship with the EU is more fraught however, with Donald 
Trump declaring back in February that the EU was formed ‘to screw the US’ (BBC, 2025). 
In 2023, trade in goods and services between the EU and the US reached €1.6 trillion, 
amounting to €4.4 billion exchanged across the Atlantic every day (European 
Commission, 2024). The UK has closer relationships with the EU and US respectively, 
compared to the EU and US’ relationship. This puts the UK in a valuable position, 
geographically and politically, in that it can be a mediator between the two parties if 



they so desired. The UK has experience mediating in this way, as they helped mediate 
the Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) in 2015 (HoL Library, 2021) and discussions around 
transatlantic data transfers, especially after the invalidation of the EU-US Privacy Shield 
framework where the UK positioned itself as a bridge between US tech interests and EU 
regulatory concerns (Department of Commerce, 2024).  
 

Overall, the UK is currently in a good position. Preexisting ties and deals like NATO, in 
addition to new and updated bilateral treaties should help the UK to balance their 
relationships on both sides, especially since President Trump has not suggested he 
desires these links to be dissolved, despite his harsh rhetoric. The previous section of 
this report suggested strengthening ties with the EU, a process which is currently 
happening. As the process progresses, they may be in a position to mediate between 
the US and EU, should their relations continue to worsen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Bibliography 
 
Adler, K., 2025. Russia's next move? The countries trying to Putin-proof themselves. 
BBC News [online]. 20 March. Available from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ceqjd11l55wo [Accessed 24th March 2025] 

Al Jazeera, 2025. Starmer Says ‘coalition of the willing’ to present Ukraine peace plan to 
US [online]. 20 March. Available from: 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/2/european-leaders-gather-in-london-to-
strengthen-support-for-ukraine [Accessed 26 March 2025]. 
 

Badenoch, K., 2024. A trade deal with America is within our grasp – but will Labour 
squander the opportunity? The Telegraph [online]. 9 November. Available from: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/11/09/trade-deal-with-america-within-our-
grasp-trump-eu-starmer/ [Accessed: 2 April 2025]. 

Bateman, T., 2025. How the Trump-Zelensky Talks Collapsed in 10 Fiery Minutes. BBC 
News. [online]. 28 February. Available from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2erwgwy8vgo [Accessed 26 March 2025] 
 
BBC News, 2025. Who are the Houthis and why is the US targeting them?. BBC News 
[online]. 25 March. Available from: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-
67614911 [Accessed 25th March 2025] 

BBC News, 2025. What is Nato, why isn’t Ukraine a member and is defence spending 
increasing?. [online]. 26 Feb. Available from: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-
europe-18023383 [Accessed 24 March 2025]. 

Coleman, C., 2021. UK Government policy on Iran: the Iran nuclear deal and dual 
nationals [online]. Available from: https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/uk-government-
policy-on-iran-the-iran-nuclear-deal-and-dual-nationals/ [Accessed 2 April 2025]. 
 
Department of Commerce, United States Of America, 2024, Data Privacy Framework 
(DPF) Overview [online]. Available from: 
https://www.dataprivacyframework.gov/Program-Overview [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
Dunn, D., and Webber, M., 201. The UK, the European Union and NATO: Brexit’s 
Unintended Consequences. Global Affairs 2(5), pp. 471-480. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23340460.2017.1294465 [Accessed 24 March 2025] 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ceqjd11l55wo
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/2/european-leaders-gather-in-london-to-strengthen-support-for-ukraine
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/2/european-leaders-gather-in-london-to-strengthen-support-for-ukraine
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/11/09/trade-deal-with-america-within-our-grasp-trump-eu-starmer/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/11/09/trade-deal-with-america-within-our-grasp-trump-eu-starmer/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2erwgwy8vgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-67614911
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-67614911
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18023383
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18023383
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/uk-government-policy-on-iran-the-iran-nuclear-deal-and-dual-nationals/
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/uk-government-policy-on-iran-the-iran-nuclear-deal-and-dual-nationals/
https://www.dataprivacyframework.gov/Program-Overview
https://doi.org/10.1080/23340460.2017.1294465


 
Espiner, T., Islam, F., 2024. Trump tariffs cost UK £22nb of exports. BBC News [online]. 8 
November. Available from: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz9x32eeegko 
[Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
European Commission, 2024. EU trade relations with the United States. Facts, figures 
and latest developments [online]. Available from: https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-
trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-
states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20
and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Ru
ssia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine. [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
European Union, ND. Facts and figures on the European Union [online]. Available from: 
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-
european-
union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World
%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential
%20candidate [Accessed 3rd April 2025] 

FitzGerald, J., 2025. Trump says he would 'encourage' Russia to attack Nato allies who 
do not pay their bills. BBC News [online]. 11 February. Available from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-68266447 [Accessed 26 March 2025] 

Forster, A., and Wallace, W., 2007. What is NATO for?. Survival 43(4), pp. 107-122. 
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1080/00396330112331343155 [Accessed 24 March 
2025] 
 
Fox, R., 2025. ‘We are in a state of war’: The UK needs to prepare for a future without 
Nato. The I Paper [online] 22 March. Available from: https://inews.co.uk/news/war-uk-
prepare-future-without-nato-3598665 [Accessed 24 March 2025]. 
 
GOV. UK, 2024. Statement by the President of the European Commission and the Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom on Enhancing Strategic Cooperation: 2 October 2024. 
[online] Available from: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-the-
president-of-the-european-commission-and-the-prime-minister-of-the-united-
kingdom-on-enhancing-strategic-cooperation-2-october--2. [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
GOV. UK, 2025. Prime Minister sets out biggest sustained increase in defence spending 
since the Cold War, protecting British people in new era for national security [online] 
Available from: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-biggest-
sustained-increase-in-defence-spending-since-the-cold-war-protecting-british-
people-in-new-era-for-national-security [Accessed: 2 April 2025] 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz9x32eeegko
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Russia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Russia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Russia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Russia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-states_en#:~:text=EU%20trade%20relations%20with%20the,Facts%2C%20figures%20and%20latest%20developments.&text=The%20European%20Union%20and%20the,Russia's%20military%20aggression%20against%20Ukraine
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-european-union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential%20candidate
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-european-union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential%20candidate
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-european-union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential%20candidate
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-european-union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential%20candidate
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/facts-and-figures-european-union_en#:~:text=Founded%3A%20in%201951%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War,membership%3A%209%20candidate%20countries%20and%201%20potential%20candidate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-68266447
https://doi.org/10.1080/00396330112331343155
https://inews.co.uk/news/war-uk-prepare-future-without-nato-3598665
https://inews.co.uk/news/war-uk-prepare-future-without-nato-3598665
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-the-president-of-the-european-commission-and-the-prime-minister-of-the-united-kingdom-on-enhancing-strategic-cooperation-2-october--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-the-president-of-the-european-commission-and-the-prime-minister-of-the-united-kingdom-on-enhancing-strategic-cooperation-2-october--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-the-president-of-the-european-commission-and-the-prime-minister-of-the-united-kingdom-on-enhancing-strategic-cooperation-2-october--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-biggest-sustained-increase-in-defence-spending-since-the-cold-war-protecting-british-people-in-new-era-for-national-security
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-biggest-sustained-increase-in-defence-spending-since-the-cold-war-protecting-british-people-in-new-era-for-national-security
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-biggest-sustained-increase-in-defence-spending-since-the-cold-war-protecting-british-people-in-new-era-for-national-security


 
GOV. UK, 2023. UK ban on Russian oil and oil products [online]. Available from: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-
products/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-products [Accessed 23 March 2025]  

Jolly, J., 2025. UK steelmakers say Trump’s tariffs already driving away business. The 
Guardian [online]. 18 March. Available from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/18/uk-steelmakers-say-trumps-
tariffs-already-driving-away-business [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
Kochis, D., 2024. The Baltics are preparing for a future Russian invasion. The Hill 
[online]. 17 October. Available from: https://thehill.com/opinion/international/4936930-
the-baltics-are-preparing-for-a-future-russian-invasion/ [Accessed 3rd April 2025] 

Krivaite I., Prakash Nair, P., 2025. Brexit, Bridges, and Barriers: Where Next for EU-UK 
Relations?. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace [online]. 29 January. Available 
from: https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/01/brexit-bridges-and-barriers-
where-next-for-eu-uk-relations?lang=en. [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 
Lancefield, N., 2 April 2025, Trump’s tariffs put 25,000 UK automotive jobs at risk, think 
tank warns [online]. Available from: https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-
put-25-000-
230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8
&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulx
X2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwB
T7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS [Accessed on: 2 April 
2025]. 
McGarvey, E., Spivey, M., 2 April 2025, Starmer ruling 'nothing out' on Trump tariffs as EU 
prepares 'robust' response [online]. Available from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/c1dr7vy39eet [Accessed on: 2 April 2025] 
 
NATO, 2024. NATO member countries [online]. Available from: 
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_52044.htm?form=MG0AV3 [Accessed 3 
April 2025] 

ONS, 2025. RPI: Ave price - Bread: white loaf, sliced, 800g [online]. Available from: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/timeseries/czoh/mm23 
[Accessed 23 March 2025] 

ONS, 2025. RPI: Ave price - Heating oil, per 1000 litres [online]. Available from: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/timeseries/kj5u/mm23 
[Accessed 23 March 2025] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-products/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-products
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-products/uk-ban-on-russian-oil-and-oil-products
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/18/uk-steelmakers-say-trumps-tariffs-already-driving-away-business
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/18/uk-steelmakers-say-trumps-tariffs-already-driving-away-business
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/4936930-the-baltics-are-preparing-for-a-future-russian-invasion/
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/4936930-the-baltics-are-preparing-for-a-future-russian-invasion/
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/01/brexit-bridges-and-barriers-where-next-for-eu-uk-relations?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/01/brexit-bridges-and-barriers-where-next-for-eu-uk-relations?lang=en
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-put-25-000-230100831.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJjUyc8DXlNgy7MzdDxvbOugLBHMs0Nadfkc7vqcbGJvWHulxX2PO9ToJJCgbDbpLaop2R_tah42K4lYGBQRUZXfirAccE5BEvjCIRXTxpUuXPL9EgmJFrwBT7_LQZczkdfNGay-UbQSSfA2908jmzCtvagnq_q21M2PbtOY8qJS
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/c1dr7vy39eet
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_52044.htm?form=MG0AV3
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/timeseries/czoh/mm23
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/timeseries/kj5u/mm23


Reeves, R., HM Treasury, 9 December 2024, Chancellor calls for business-like 
relationship with EU [online]. Available from: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-calls-for-business-like-relationship-
with-
eu#:~:text=The%20UK%20and%20the%20EU%20share%20the%20world's%20second
%20largest,a%20commitment%20to%20collective%20security [Accessed on: 2 April 
2025] 
 
Reeves, R., HM Treasury, 9 December 2024, Chancellor Rachel Reeves addresses 
Eurogroup meeting [online]. Available from: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-rachel-reeves-addresses-
eurogroup-meeting [Accessed on: 2 April 2025]. 
 
Roselle, L., 2019. Foreign Policy and Communication [online]. Available from: 
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.00
1.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-
184?p=emailAeoicEoVVzZ4s&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190846626-e-184 [Accessed on: 2 April 2025] 
 
Scazzieri, L., 2025. ‘How can the UK and the EU can deepen defence co-operation', 
Centre for European Reform. [online] Available from: 
https://www.cer.org.uk/publications/archive/policy-brief/2025/how-uk-and-eu-can-
deepen-defence-co-operation [Accessed: 2 April 2025] 
 
Smith, M., 2025. Western Europeans support retaliating on US tariffs [online]. Available 
from: https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51915-western-europeans-support-
retaliating-on-us-
tariffs?utm_source=website_article&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=51915 
[Accessed on: 2 April 2025]. 
 
TF Financial, 2025. The Impact of the Recent Israel-Gaza Conflict on the UK Economy, 
with a Focus on Inflation [online]. Available from: https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-
impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-
inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-
Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20the
ir%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors [Accessed 23 March 2025] 

 

The Labour Party, 2024. Britain reconnected – The Labour Party. [online] Available from: 
https://labour.org.uk/change/britain-reconnected/. [Accessed 2 April 2025] 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-calls-for-business-like-relationship-with-eu#:~:text=The%20UK%20and%20the%20EU%20share%20the%20world's%20second%20largest,a%20commitment%20to%20collective%20security
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-calls-for-business-like-relationship-with-eu#:~:text=The%20UK%20and%20the%20EU%20share%20the%20world's%20second%20largest,a%20commitment%20to%20collective%20security
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-calls-for-business-like-relationship-with-eu#:~:text=The%20UK%20and%20the%20EU%20share%20the%20world's%20second%20largest,a%20commitment%20to%20collective%20security
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-calls-for-business-like-relationship-with-eu#:~:text=The%20UK%20and%20the%20EU%20share%20the%20world's%20second%20largest,a%20commitment%20to%20collective%20security
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-rachel-reeves-addresses-eurogroup-meeting
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-rachel-reeves-addresses-eurogroup-meeting
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184?p=emailAeoicEoVVzZ4s&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184?p=emailAeoicEoVVzZ4s&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184?p=emailAeoicEoVVzZ4s&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184?p=emailAeoicEoVVzZ4s&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-184
https://www.cer.org.uk/publications/archive/policy-brief/2025/how-uk-and-eu-can-deepen-defence-co-operation
https://www.cer.org.uk/publications/archive/policy-brief/2025/how-uk-and-eu-can-deepen-defence-co-operation
https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51915-western-europeans-support-retaliating-on-us-tariffs?utm_source=website_article&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=51915
https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51915-western-europeans-support-retaliating-on-us-tariffs?utm_source=website_article&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=51915
https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51915-western-europeans-support-retaliating-on-us-tariffs?utm_source=website_article&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=51915
https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20their%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors
https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20their%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors
https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20their%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors
https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20their%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors
https://tf-financial-advisors.co.uk/the-impact-of-the-recent-israel-gaza-conflict-on-the-uk-economy-with-a-focus-on-inflation#:~:text=The%20Israel-Gaza%20conflict%20had%20a%20significant%20impact%20on,to%20mitigate%20their%20effects%20and%20support%20affected%20sectors
https://labour.org.uk/change/britain-reconnected/


Tisdall, S., 2025. With Nato adrift and Brussels snubbed, is the UK key to Europe’s 
response to Trump. The Guardian. [online]. 1 March. Available from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/mar/01/britain-europe-response-
donald-trump-nato-brussels [Accessed 24 March 2025]. 

UK Parliament, 2023. Imports of fossil fuels from Russia [online]. Available from: 
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9523/ [Accessed 23rd 
March 2025] 

World Economic Forum, 2024. Red Sea attacks: What trade experts are saying about the 
shipping disruptions [online]. Available from: 
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/02/red-sea-attacks-trade-experts-houthi-
shipping-yemen/ [Accessed 25 March 2025] 

Yap, S., 2025. The UK’s Strategic Shift: Entering External Associations with the United 
States. Modern Diplomacy [online]. 4 January. Available from: 
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/01/04/the-uks-strategic-shift-entering-external-
association-with-the-united-states/ [Accessed 24 March 2025]. 

 

 

 

 

 

8th April 2025 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/mar/01/britain-europe-response-donald-trump-nato-brussels
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/mar/01/britain-europe-response-donald-trump-nato-brussels
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9523/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/02/red-sea-attacks-trade-experts-houthi-shipping-yemen/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/02/red-sea-attacks-trade-experts-houthi-shipping-yemen/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/01/04/the-uks-strategic-shift-entering-external-association-with-the-united-states/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/01/04/the-uks-strategic-shift-entering-external-association-with-the-united-states/

