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BOARD OF GOVERNORS REGISTER OF DECLARED INTERESTS 
(As at March 2024) 

 
 
Name  Position Nature of Interest and position  

 
Claire Blennerhassett Teaching staff governor  No personal interests to declare 

Family interests: Husband – Director (paid), Sterling Services. Close associate – 
Trustee, Liverpool John Moores University 
 

John Cater Ex-officio 
Vice-Chancellor 

Member, Universities UK; Deputy Lieutenant, HM Government/Crown  
Family interests: Daughter – Owner (paid), Lauren Hollamby Photography. Son 
– Employee/Shareholder (paid), WAU Agency 
 

Graeme Collinge Independent Governor 
 

Director (paid), Genecon Ltd; Director (paid), Jackdaw Quarry Lodge Ltd; 
Director (paid) Jackdaw Quarry Heights Ltd 
Family interests: Wife - Headteacher (paid), Goldenhill Short Stay School; 
Director (paid), Jackdaw Quarry Lodge Ltd; Director (paid) Jackdaw Quarry 
Heights Ltd 
 

Leon Culbertson Academic Board Nominee Member, Aristotelian Society; Member, British Wittgenstein Society 
 

Christine Donnelly Independent Governor Company Secretary (paid), Madcap Creative Services Limited; Member, Friends 
of Mulanje Orphans 
Family Interests: Niece – Employee (paid), RSM. Niece’s partner – Employee 
(paid), RSM; Sister-in-law – Employee (paid), University of Birmingham.  
 

Clive Elliott Independent Governor 
Chair of the Board 
Chair, Governance & Nominations 
Committee 

Non-Executive Director (paid), Jigsaw Homes North Ltd; Non-Executive Director 
(paid), The Walton Centre Foundation Trust 
Family Interests: Daughter – (Currently) Partner (paid), Teacher Stern LLP; 
(From May 2024) Partner (paid), Hill Dickinson LLP; Son – Managing Associate 
(paid), Gowling WLP (Dubai) LLP. 
 

Ann Kennedy  Support Staff Governor Higher Education Academy – Fellowship Membership (unpaid) 
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Lauren King Student Governor Employee (paid), Stocks Hall Care Home; Panel member and volunteer, 
Transforming Access and Student Outcomes in Higher Education (TASO), 
Student Panel Member (paid), Edge Hill University; Student Marketing and 
Communications Assistant (paid), Edge Hill Students’ Union 
 

Maggie Lam  Student Governor Faculty of Education President (paid), Edge Hill Students’ Union (EHSU); 
Directorship, EHSU; Elected Officer Trustee, EHSU; Trustee, EHSU. 
 

Antony Lockley Independent Governor Governor/Board Member, Blackpool and the Fylde College; Vice-Chair, Village 
Manchester FC; Director, Blackpool Education Partnership; Trustee, Alpine 
Glacier Project. 
 

Maxine Melling Independent Governor No personal interests to declare 
Family Interests: Husband – Emeritus Professor, Liverpool John Moores 
University 
 

Joanne Nettleton Independent Governor Employee (paid), Environment Agency 
 

Louise Robinson Independent Governor 
Vice-Chair of the Board 
Chair, Remuneration Committee 

Inspector (paid), Independent Schools Inspectorate; Coach (paid), Self-
Employed; Coach (paid), Best Practice Network; Assessor (paid), Synergia; 
Justice of the Peace, JP; Governor, Westholme School;  
 

Michael Tate Independent Governor 
Chair of the Board. 

Member, Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy 
Family Interests: Wife – Chair of Governors, St John Rigby Sixth Form College; 
Treasurer, Guide Dogs for the Blind (Wigan) 
 

Mark Wilkinson  Independent Governor  Employee (paid), NHS Cheshire & Merseyside; Non-Executive Director (paid), 
Bolton at Home; Director (paid), Fairways Consulting Services Ltd  
Family Interests:  Wife – Employee (paid), Lancashire County Council. 
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Senior Staff 
Name  Position Nature of Interest and position  

 
Lynda Brady Pro Vice-Chancellor (Student Experience) 

& University Secretary 
Trustee/Board member, Blackburne House; Member of Executive/Chair AHUA 
North, AHUA 
Family Interests: Husband – Employee (paid), Sefton Borough Council 

Stephen Igoe Deputy Vice-Chancellor Deputy Chair and SID (paid), Wirral University Teaching Hospital; Member, 
Wigan Health and Wellbeing Board; Fellow, ICAEW. 
Family Interests: Brother – Director (paid), Bretton Architectural 
 

Liam Owens  Interim Pro Vice-Chancellor (Marketing, 
Student Recruitment and Student 
Administration) 
 

Advisory Group Member, IDP Connect 

Helen Smallbone Clerk to Governors Member, QAA Academic Integrity Advisory Panel; Member, Association of 
Heads of University Administration; Member, Academic Registrars’ Council; 
Student Member, The Chartered Governance Institute; Degree Outcomes 
Statement Reviewer (paid), Staffordshire University 
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