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English Equivalency
The examination time allowed:  2 hours and 30 minutes
There are 4 sections.
All sections must be answered.       
	Section
	Recommended time         
	Marks available

	Section A – Comprehension                 
	30  mins                        
	20

	Section B – Letter                                  
	30  mins                        
	20

	Section C – Poetry                                 
	45  mins                        
	25

	Section D – Creative Writing                 
	45  mins                        
	25


                                        






Note:- The mark scheme provided in the following sample papers is slightly different to the marks criteria in the exam paper you will be taking.




[bookmark: _Toc207625091][bookmark: _Hlk5972357]“In the Snack Bar” by Edwin Morgan
A cup capsizes along the formica,
slithering with a dull clatter.
A few heads turn in the crowded evening snack bar. 
An old man is trying to get to his feet 
from the low round stool fixed to the floor. 
Slowly he levers himself up, his hands have no power. 
He is up as far as he can get. The dismal hump  
looming over him forces his head down.
He stands in his stained beltless gabardine
like a monstrous animal caught in a tent 
in some story. He sways slightly, 
the face not seen, bent down
in shadow under his cap. 
Even on his feet he is staring at the floor
or would be, if he could see.
I notice now his stick, once painted white
but scuffed and muddy hanging from his right arm.
Long blind, hunchback born, half paralysed
he stands 
fumbling with the stick 
and speaks: 
“I want – to go to the – toilet.”
It is down two flights of stairs, but we go. 
I take his arm. “Give me – your arm –it’s better,” he says.
Inch by inch we drift towards the stairs.
A few yards of floor are like a landscape
to be negotiated, in the slow setting out
time has almost stopped. I concentrate
my life to his: crunch of spilt sugar,  
slidy puddle from the night’s umbrellas, 
table edges, people’s feet, 
hiss of the coffee-machine, voices and laughter, 
smell of a cigar, hamburgers, wet coats steaming,  
and the slow dangerous inches to the stairs.
I put his right hand on the rail
and take his stick. He clings to me. The stick 
is in his left hand, probing the treads.
I guide his arm and tell him the steps. 
And slowly we go down. And slowly we go down. 
White tiles and mirrors at last. He shambles
uncouth into the clinical gleam. 
I set him in position, stand behind him
and wait with his stick. 
His brooding reflection darkens the mirror
but the trickle of his water is thin and slow,  
an old man’s apology for living.
Painful ages to close his trousers and coat –
I do up the last button for him. 
He asks doubtfully, “Can I –wash my hands?”
I fill the basin, clasp his soft fingers round the soap.
He washes, feebly, patiently. There is no towel.
I press the pedal of the drier, draw his hands
gently into the roar of the hot air.
But he cannot rub them together,
drags out a handkerchief to finish. 
He is glad to leave the contraption, and face the stairs. 
He climbs, and steadily enough. 
He climbs, we climb. He climbs 
with many pauses but with that one
persisting patience of the undefeated
 which is the nature of man when all is said.
 And slowly we go up. And slowly we go up. 
The faltering, unfaltering steps
take him at last to the door
across that endless, yet not endless waste of floor. 
I watch him helped on a bus. It shudders off in the rain.
The conductor bends to hear where he wants to go. 

Wherever he could go it would be dark 
and yet he must trust men. 

Without embarrassment or shame
he must announce his most pitiful needs
in a public place. No one sees his face. 

Does he know how frightening he is in his strangeness
under his mountainous coat, his hands like wet leaves 
stuck to the half white stick?
His life depends on many who would evade him. 
But he cannot reckon up the chances, 
having one thing to do,
to haul his blind hump through these rains of August. 
Dear Christ, to be born for this!      




[bookmark: _Hlk5978585]Read the poem In the Snack Bar by Edwin Morgan.
Now answer the following questions, using your own words where possible.

1.  List some of the single words used by the poet that suggest the old man’s    
     feebleness.									        (5 marks)


2.  Lines 28-33 consist of the statement “…I concentrate/my life to his…”  followed by a     
     long list. What does the poet mean by the statement and how does the list support   
     your views?									      (10 marks)

3.  The poet uses repetition in lines 39,57,58 and 62. Why do you think he does this?   
     How effective is the repetition?						      (10 marks)

4.  Morgan uses uneven stanzas in this poem. Explain why you think he does so.
											        (5 marks)
     (Please note that lines 23-67 belong to the same stanza)

5.  How effective do you find the simile in lines 9 and 10?			        (5 marks)


6.  Write out two or three lines from the poem that you find particularly effective. Now 
     discuss why you have chosen these lines. Within your discussion, you should include 
     such things as: rhythm, figurative language, language choice, imagery (including 
     sounds) and dialogue, as well as any other features which you consider to be important. 										                 (10 marks)

****************************************












[bookmark: _Toc207625092]Miracle on St David's Day
‘They flash upon that inward eye
  Which is the bliss of solitude’
  ‘The Daffodils’ by William Wordsworth

An afternoon yellow and open-mouthed
with daffodils. The sun treads the path
among cedars and enormous oaks.
It might be a country house, guests strolling,
the rumps of gardeners between nursery shrubs.

I am reading poetry to the insane.
An old woman, interrupting, offers
as many buckets of coals as I need.
A beautiful chestnut-haired boy listens
entirely absorbed. A schizophrenic

on a good day, they tell me later.
In a cage of first March sun a woman
sits not listening, not seeing, not feeling.
In her neat clothes the woman is absent.
A big mild man is tenderly led

to his chair. He has never spoken.
His labourer's hands on his knees, he rocks
gently to the rhythms of the poems.
I read to their presences, absences,
to the big, dumb labouring man as he rocks.

He is suddenly standing, silently,
huge and mild, but I feel afraid. Like slow
movement of spring water or the first bird
of the year in the breaking darkness,
the labourer's voice recites The Daffodils'.

The nurses are frozen, alert; the patients
seem to listen. He is hoarse but word-perfect.
Outside the daffodils are still as wax,
a thousand, ten thousand, their syllables
unspoken, their creams and yellows still.

Forty years ago, in a Valleys school,
the class recited poetry by rote.
Since the dumbness of misery fell
he has remembered there was a music
of speech and that once he had something to say.

When he's done, before the applause, we observe
the flowers' silence. A thrush sings
and the daffodils are aflame.
Gillian Clarke

Read the poem Miracle on St. David’s Day by Gillian Clarke.
Now answer the following questions, using your own words possible.
1. (Read lines 1 and 2)
     Explain what you think the poet means when she writes “An afternoon yellow and    
     open-mouthed with daffodils”.								(5 marks)


2.  Where is the speaker of this poem and what are they doing?
												(5 marks)

3.  (Read line 33)
     What do you think this line means?
												(5 marks)

4.  Explain how the poet portrays the characters in the second, third and fourth stanzas.
												(10 marks)

5.  Choose one stanza that you think is particularly effective and explain why you think    
     so. You should discuss such things as: language choice, figurative language   
     (metaphor, simile, personification, and so forth), rhythm, content and any other      
     relevant features.
												(10 marks)

6. What do you think the last stanza means? How successful do you find it as a   
    conclusion?
												(10 marks)




****************************************



















[bookmark: _Toc207625093][bookmark: _Hlk4761080][bookmark: _Hlk5972241][bookmark: _Hlk5978727]To Autumn - a poem by John Keats

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For Summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.


gourd: fleshy fruit
[bookmark: _Toc207625094]Autumn
A touch of cold in the Autumn night —
I walked abroad,
And saw the ruddy moon lean over a hedge
Like a red-faced farmer.
I did not stop to speak, but nodded, 
And round about were the wistful stars
With white faces like town children.
T.E. Hulme


[bookmark: _Toc207625095]Autumn      by John Clare (1793-1864)

I love the fitful gust that shakes
  The casement all the day,
And from the glossy elm tree takes
  The faded leaves away,
Twirling them by the window pane
With thousand others down the lane.

I love to see the shaking twig
  Dance till the shut of eve,
The sparrow on the cottage rig,
  Whose chirp would make believe
That Spring was just now flirting by
In Summer's lap with flowers to lie.

I love to see the cottage smoke
  Curl upwards through the trees,
The pigeons nestled round the cote
  On November days like these;
The cock upon the dunghill crowing,
The mill sails on the heath a-going.

The feather from the raven's breast
  Falls on the stubble lea,
The acorns near the old crow's nest
  Drop pattering down the tree;
The grunting pigs, that wait for all,
Scramble and hurry where they fall.



rig (Clare): roof

 
Answer the following questions, using your own words where possible:

1. Read the extract from To Autumn by John Keats.
    In this extract, autumn and the sun are personified. How does the poet describe their     
    relationship?										  (5 marks)


2. List the words in Keats’ poem that suggest the “fruitfulness” referred to in line 1. 
												  (5 marks)

3. Now read Autumn by John Clare.
     In your own words, explain why you think the speaker of the poem loves autumn.
												(10 marks)

4. Now read Autumn by T.E.Hulme.
    How effective do you find the similes in lines 4 and 7?				
												(10 marks)
	
5. Which of the poems do you prefer?
    Give clear reasons for your choice. You may wish to discuss such things as:
    Imagery (including sounds), figurative language, rhyme, rhythm, vocabulary and
    Any other features you find interesting.
												(15 marks)


******************************************
[bookmark: _Toc207625096]Truant by Phoebe Hesketh
A truant from the paths of everyday
This boy is wise
Beyond his ten years’ learning.
His books are blue and green from the world’s outside
A schoolroom window-there his maps unroll
Beyond the cloth bound limit of a teacher’s soul.

With hands in his pockets thoughts deep sunk in 
   Dreams.
Of taking flight as unpredictable
As thistledown,
He sings his vagrant way along the stream.

O Sing a song of sunlight
My pockets full of sky,
A starling’s egg for April,
Jay’s feather for July;
And here’s a thorn bush three bags full
Of drift-white wool!

They call him a dunce, and yet he can discern
Each mouse-brown bird,
And call its name and whistle back its call.
And spy among the fern
Delicate movement of a furred
Fugitive creature hiding from the day.
Ecstatic secrets magnify his play
Into a rare vocation,
Laughing at education,
He knows where the redshank hides her nest, perceives
A reed-patch tremble when a coot lays siege
To water territory.

One day on winter’s fringe he sees
A flight of buttercups startling a bank
With spring before the season.

Back in the classroom he can never find
An answer, and the blackboard, blank and blind
with dusty questions, reply.
He stumbles through his sums and cannot see
For his books are printed on the earth and sky.








Read the poem entitled Truant by Phoebe Hesketh.
Now answer the following questions, using your own words where possible:


1. (Read lines 1-6)
     What do you think the poet means in lines 4-5 when she writes “His books are blue   
     and green from the world’s outside / A schoolroom window.”?																   (5 marks)

2.  (Read lines 11-16)
      This stanza is a parody of lines from nursery rhymes. Explain why you think the poet
      has done this? How effective do you think it is?
												 (10 marks)

3.  In what ways does the poet suggest the boy’s cleverness throughout the poem?
												 (10 marks)

4.  (Read line 30)
     Discuss the metaphors in this line.
												   (5 marks)

5.  Write out two lines from the poem that you find particularly effective and explain why.
     You should discuss such things as: sounds, imagery, figurative language, rhythm    
     and so forth.
     							         (5 marks for each example = 10 marks)

 6. Explain in two or three sentences what you think the poet feels about this child and    
     how the education system treats him. What point/s is the poet making?
												   (5 marks)







****************************************















[bookmark: _Toc207625097]An extract from Street Scene by Louis MacNeice.

Between March and April when barrows of daffodils butter the pavement,
The colossus of London stretches his gaunt legs, jerking
The smoke of his hair back from his eyes and puffing
Smoke-rings of heavenward pigeons over St.Paul’s,
While in each little city of each individual person
The black tree yearns for green confetti and the black kerb for yellow stalls.


Ave Maria! A sluice is suddenly opened
Making Orchard Street a conduit for a fantastic voice;
The Canadian segment turns to stone in his swagger,
The painted girls, the lost demobbed, the pinstriped accountant listen
As the swan-legged cripple straddled on flightless wings of crutches
Hitting her top-note holds our own lame hours in equipoise,

Then waddles a yard and switches Cruising down the river
Webbed feet hidden, the current smooth On a Sunday afternoon
Sunshine fortissimo; some young man from the desert
Fumbles, new from battle-dress, for his pocket,
Drops a coin from that cap she holds like a handbag,
Then slowly walk out of range of A sentimental tune.




Line 8		‘conduit’-  a channel or pipe for conveying water
Line 10          ‘demobbed’ –discharged from the army (colloquial)
Line 12	‘equipoise’ – a state of balance, a counter- pose 







******************************************















Read the extract from the poem Street Scene by Louis MacNiece .
Now answer the following questions, using your own words where possible:

1. Read line 5. What do you think the poet means when he says “each little city of each   
    individual person” ?
												(5 marks)

2. In the first stanza, the poet sets an early spring scene in London. Pick out two   
    examples of figurative language (simile, metaphor or personification) and discuss  
    how effective you think they are.
												(15 marks)

3. Read lines 9 and 10. In your own words, describe the types of people who appear in  
    these lines.
												(5 marks)

4. Read lines 12-14. To what is the crippled street-singer compared? Quote the words
    and phrases, which make this comparison and say how the singer’s crutches help to  
    make this comparison effective?
												(10 marks)

5. Discuss two images from the poem that you particularly like and explain why you  
    think they work so well.
												(10 marks)





******************************************























[bookmark: _Toc207625098][bookmark: _Hlk5971994]The Shining Streets of London


Now in the twilight, after rain,
The wet black street shines out again;
And, softening through the coloured gloom,
The lamps like burning tulips bloom.

Now, lighted shops, down aisles of mist,
Smoulder in gold and amethyst;
And paved with fragments of the skies
Our sooty town like Venice lies.

For, streaked with tints of cloud and gloom
The tides of a bewitched lagoon
Into the solid streets we know
And round the shadowy minster flow;

Till even that emperor of the street
The bluff policeman on his beat,
Reflected there with portly pride
From boots to helmet, floats enskied.

Now every woman’s face is fair
And Cockney lovers walk on air,
And every road, in broken gleams
Mirrors a travelling throng of dreams.

Like radiant galleons, lifting high
Their scutcheoned prows against the sky
With lamps that near you, blazing white.
Or dwine in crimson through the night.

Buses (with coloured panes that spill
A splash of cherry or daffodil)
And lighted faces, row on row,
From darkness into darkness go.

O Love, what need have you or I
Of vine and palm and azure sky?
And who would sail for Greece and Rome
When such a highway leads him home?

Alfred Noyes




[bookmark: _Hlk5971978]Read the poem by Alfred Noyes entitled The Shining Streets of London. Now answer the following questions, using your own words where possible.

1. Why does the poet describe his town as being “paved with fragments of the skies”?    
    (line 7)
												    (5 marks)

2. Discuss the poet’s use of the similes:

	i)	“…like burning tulips…”  (line 4)

and

	ii)	“…Like radiant galleons…”  (line 21)

						   	        (10 marks=5 marks for each explanation)

3. How effective is the poet’s use of colour throughout the poem? Choose at least two examples to discuss.										`	
 (10 marks)


4. What idea does Noyes express in the last stanza?
												   (5 marks)

5. Explain why “every woman’s face is fair…” (line 17)
												   (5 marks)

6.  Write out two extracts from the poem that you find effective and explain why you think so.
						   
     (10 marks = 5 marks for each explanation)







****************************************











[bookmark: _Hlk5971954]
[bookmark: _Toc207625099]Vandalism

Vandalism touches nearly all our lives. We come across it in the smashed-up and stinking public telephone box, in the railway compartment with its ripped seats and walls scrawled with the violent graffiti of political or footballing fanaticism. We see it in the broken windows of the housing estates, the can of paint thrown against the wall, or the motiveless attack on some individual’s private property.
        Those who are deeply concerned with this growing social problem might well consider the response to vandalism of one group of residents on an estate in Liverpool, a city that has gained the unenviable of wanton destructiveness than any other in England.
         The tone of the Whitefield Estate is set by the slogan on the huge water tower which overlooks it. Some daredevil has got right to the top of it and has written in large letters: All Coppers Are Bastards”.
         The vicarage on the estate has two burglar alarms on its front wall, but the vicar, the Rev. Ernest Hopkins, is an optimist. He proudly shows off the rose bushes in their brick pots near his house. To be frank, the bushes are straggly and tired, but their survival is a triumph. A few months ago they would have been uprooted and destroyed by vandals.
	The estate is not a tower- block nightmare; it is a five year old community of council houses plonked down by the planners on the Everton heights. The houses have their own front doors and their own backyards, all laid out according to the now fashionable concept of “Defensible Space”, first expounded by the American pundit, Oscar Newman. 
	Four months ago the estate was terrorised by vandals. The couple who ran the local pub were literally driven out by people who went in and smashed up the place. Old people were frightened out of their wits.
	It was then that the vicar set up his counter-attack. He and a dozen other men on the estate are on 24 – hour call to deal with vandalism. This is not a patrol but a “presence”. The group of men suddenly appear and stand among the vandals, using the same tactics as the latter, creeping and stealing up on them in the dark. Usually the gang of potential vandals will disperse in embarrassment, though there is sometimes an argument, and on occasions the need to use physical violence. Strangely enough the vandals, far from resenting the latter, seem to regard it with respect and approval.
	This positive approach has produced remarkable results. The patrol used to be roused virtually every night to deal with window smashing, arson and terrorisation of old people. Now one call a month is the expected rate of emergencies. 
	The importance of this can be grasped when one realises that that one quarter of Liverpool’s £6 500 000 annual housing budget goes towards repairing criminal damage.
The “Piggeries” are the best known example of this kind of concentrated vandalism. They are Liverpool’s monument to planners folly. The three tower blocks now lie empty except for four intrepid families, and the Council is hoping to sell them off to private interests.   
	Opinions, however, on how to deal with vandalism are as varied as its manifestations. Some argue against the method used at the Whitefield Estate on the grounds that it glamorises vandals. But whether we blame insufficient parental control, inadequate education, or environmental ugliness, this is not a problem that can be ignored.

		(Freely adapted from an article by Oliver Pritchett, Sunday Telegraph)


[bookmark: _Hlk5971928]Read the article Vandalism by Oliver Pritchett. Now answer the following questions as fully as you can, using your own words where possible.

1. (Read lines 1-7)
    List all the areas where Pritchett suggests vandalism occurs. 			(5 marks)

2. (Read lines 8-30)
    Look closely at the language used by Pritchett and explain how he uses it to illustrate the estate.       
    You may quote any words or phrases that you find particularly effective and explain why. 							  					(10 marks)

3. (Read lines 34-50)
    Explain what the vicar did as a counter – attack and outline the results.
									      			(5 marks)

4. In line 59 the writer states that “Some argue against the method used at the Whitefield Estate on the grounds that it glamorises vandals.” Do you think that this is a valid argument? Explain. 				       																				(5 marks)




Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper in response to the article on vandalism above. You may wish to agree or disagree with the vicar’s attempts at addressing the issues. You should go on to add some of your own ideas about how to deter vandals. (You may use a fictional address for the newspaper)

You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument………………. 10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing………  5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression……………...  5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………..  5 marks
    


****************************************

[bookmark: _Hlk5971903]IS THE AEROPLANE A BLESSING OR A CURSE?

The aeroplane in itself is a great blessing: it is only in war that it becomes a curse.
	The blessing of the aeroplane has been proved in the field of medicine and life-saving. Many times we read in the newspaper of how a serum has been rushed by aeroplane to a remote part of the globe to save the life of someone who has been bitten by a poisonous snake, or of how someone, marooned on an island with the tide rushing in, has been saved by a derivative of the aeroplane – the helicopter.
	Think of the ease and speed of travel which the aeroplane has made possible. Where it used to take ten days in a modern luxury liner to cross the Atlantic, with all the discomforts of wind and weather, it now takes the aeroplane less than a day. People can eat and sleep in the clouds, so that they are fit and ready to do business as soon as they arrive. Business has thus been speeded up tremendously to our material advantage.
	The aeroplane has caused the globe to contract. Psychologically this is very important. People are no longer afraid to take up posts abroad when it used to mean virtually total separation from one’s friends and relatives: they are within a day’s aeroplane flight to anywhere. Nations, too are less isolated. There is a better spirit of co-operation now that the aeroplane links trade and social routes.
	Another benefit which the aeroplane has brought is the ease with which vast areas of crops can be sprayed from the air, and no small advantage is the help the aeroplane gives the police in trapping criminals and in investigating smuggling activities. No-one can hide himself for long in some remote corner of the world. Some will say, no doubt, that it is a pity we cannot be left in isolation, that the aeroplane is just another invention for compelling conformity. Only a few sturdy individualists, or cranks, would hold this view, for the wider benefits to mankind are not their concern.
	Of course, in warfare, the aeroplane has proved a curse, especially to its victims. The Second World War proved that it was a mass destroyer of not only troops but innocent victims. However, like the atomic bomb, it helped to shorten the war when once we had at last achieved air-superiority.
	There are many, especially those who live near airfields, who will say that the noise of aeroplanes, especially of jets, is a great curse. We can never go on a peaceful picnic in the country without having the drone of aeroplane engines in our ears. What do these people say of the curse of the motor – car? They surely cannot be deaf to one kind of noise and not to another. The aeroplane, like the car, is the price we are paying for modern civilization.
	A further complaint against the aeroplane is that there have been many accidents in them, causing great loss of life. Yet, if we compare this loss with the numbers who travel and with the numbers killed by other forms of transport, we may see how relatively accident-free air-transport is.
	On the whole, despite what its detractors state, we may say that the aeroplane is indeed a blessing, and that it is the duty of mankind to see that it is used for the right purpose.
								(Adapted from James L. Charlton).    


[bookmark: _Hlk5971885]Read the article entitled is the aeroplane a blessing or a curse? Now answer the following questions, using your own words where possible.

1.  Read lines 3-22 and then list the blessings of the aeroplane according to Charlton.
												 (10 marks)
2.  Read lines 23-27 and explain in your own words the suggested benefits of the aeroplane. 								 				 (5 marks)

3.  In line 1 Charlton says that “It is only in war that it [the aeroplane] becomes a curse.”
     Now read lines 32-36. Explain briefly how the aeroplane is seen as a blessing in war on the one hand and a curse on the other.				  		
	 											(5 marks)

4. Read lines 37-48. Say what general complaints about the aeroplane have been made here. Use your own words wherever possible.
									   	        	            (5 marks)



The article entitled Is the aeroplane a blessing or a curse? Was written about thirty-five years ago. A modern history magazine called ‘Now and Then’ is publishing old articles and inviting readers to write letters in response to them.

Write your own letter to the magazine in which you should agree or disagree with points made in the article. You may also include any modern issues that may add interest or support your views. (Address your letter to the editor of ‘Now and Then’ magazine, 6 History Lane, Corchester, CR2 5BD)

You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument……………..10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing………5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression……………...5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………. 5 marks



*******************************






‘Goodbye to the Cane’

'If the head says there will be corporal punishment in the school then you are bound to get unofficial face slapping and hitting with bits of wood, metal, slippers and anything else, all the way down. And if that school shows you its punishment book with one entry a term, then I don't believe it. I know because I went through that.' 
   Mr. David Lewis, headmaster of Redefield secondary school, which serves the huge Blackbird Leys housing estate in Oxford, did not find it easy to get rid of the cane, but he has succeeded and now stands a firmly committed abolitionist. 
   It was a gradual process with no help from the LEA. (Oxford City has only recently decided to abolish corporal punishment in primary and secondary schools as from January). The cane disappeared from the upper school in 1965, much earlier than in the lower school which finally got rid of corporal punishment about three years ago. 
   The last time Mr. Lewis wanted to cane a boy he had difficulty finding a cane. Eventually he found a small dilapidated one meant for junior children and administered the punishment. But he does not think it hurt the fourth former very much. 
   Mr. Lewis became head of the school when it opened as a new secondary modern with only 50 children in 1963. Now it has 788, all but a handful from council houses. Most parents work at the nearby British Leyland Cowley car factory. 
   Because numbers in the beginning were so small and the growth of the school was gradual, problems of discipline and violence were minimal, and he feels he was luckier than other schools in this respect, particularly with the older children. 
   However, the discipline of the lower school had been given over completely to the lower school head who believed in corporal punishment. Mr. Lewis decided not to interfere. The responsibility, he said, had been delegated and it was 'not up to me to tell him how to do his job'. At that time, around 1966-67, there were about three first and second year children being caned each week. 
   Most of the staff were in sympathy with the headmaster over corporal punishment - namely that violence on children by teachers did not solve any problems or do any good for the children or the school as a whole. When the particular lower school head left Redefield, corporal punishment stopped. There were no riots; the school continued as normal. 
   Mr. Lewis did not mention it to anyone explicitly. In time, he began to say more and more in conversation with staff or pupils, or at school assembly that he did not like the cane, that Redefield did not have a cane and finally that it never wanted to use the cane. 
   The hardest period for Redefield was getting the last few teachers to 'cross the bridge' as Mr. Lewis puts it. There was then the problem of ensuring that no unofficial corporal punishment went on in the classrooms, and cloakrooms, whether it was ear-clipping or hitting a child with a block of wood. Once the main task has been achieved, coping with the unofficial side is probably the most difficult for any school. Teachers' habits die hard. While there was no hounding of those few teachers who had their own rules at Redefield, Mr. Lewis said it was essential that it stopped because by this time he was openly saying to his children, 'We don't want to hit you because we don't believe in violence and we are not a violent school.' 
   The fact that Redefield is a happy place to visit is not of course due only to the abolition of corporal punishment. But it is an essential part of the overall philosophy of the school - 'Children must be encouraged to grow up. This means they must be encouraged to have their own dignity and self-respect and must be respected as individuals by us' (extract from the aims and objects of the school issued to staff before they join Redefield). 
(Report by Mark Vaughan in The Times Educational Supplement)















[bookmark: _Hlk5971865]Read the report entitled ‘Goodbye to the Cane’. Now answer the following questions as fully as you can, using your own words where possible:

1. In a paragraph of around 100 words, summarise the steps Mr. Lewis took to abolish    
    corporal punishment, and describe his attitude to education.
												(10 marks)
2. (Read line 7)
    What is meant (in this text) by an ‘abolitionist’?
(5 marks)
3.What else do you think made Redefield a happy place, apart from the abolition of 
   corporal punishment?
												(5 marks)
4. (Read lines 15-20)
     Why was Mr. Lewis luckier with his discipline problems than other headmasters?
												(5 marks)



Your local school has a debating society and this month’s debate is focused on the question: ‘Should corporal punishment be reintroduced?’. The debating society publishes a monthly magazine entitled ‘School Debates’ and it invites teachers and parents to submit letters or articles on the subject of the month.

Write a letter to the editor in response to the report entitled ‘Goodbye to the Cane’ (which was published over thirty years ago). You are asked to agree or disagree with points made in the report and also to add your own views on the subject. Address your letter to: Mr. Wright, Editor of ‘School Debates’ magazine, 22 Learn Avenue, Readington RD5 6BA.

You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument……………..10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing………5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression……………….5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………..  5 marks




****************************************




[bookmark: _Toc207625100]Rights

Is squatting the occupation of idle free-loaders or the last foothold on the debilitating slope of homelessness? Jim Carey, editor of Squall puts the squatter’s case.


[bookmark: _Toc207625101]and wrongs


Is squatting the occupation of idle free-loaders or the last foothold on the debilitating slope of homelessness? Jim Carey, editor of Squall puts the squatter’s case.

“The CBI believes that there is in principle no distinction between a person who snatches a handbag in the street and a person who squats a property they do not own,” announced the Confederation of British Industry in June 1992.

        It is a common sentiment. In the run-up to the last election, squatters were referred to as “anti-social parasites” and bracketed with “armed robber and rapists” as the cause of rising crime figures.
       As a result of these conceptions, compounded by the press, proposals to criminalise squatting have received cross party support. The Home Office says that the legislation is now being drafted and may be debated in the House of Commons as early as November of this year. But with squatters and housing charities denied the opportunity to reply to government and media accusations, can a balanced and equitable debate be ensured?
       If not, then criminalisation will come into force at a time of record homelessness, just when we should be asking whether squatting has a role to play as a self-help housing initiative.
       The government consultation paper published last year invited a “broad public discussion” on the issue. Paradoxically it went on to assert that “there are no valid arguments in favour of squatting” and stated that it did not want any “spurious arguments” to suggest otherwise. Indeed, well before the “consultation” period had even expired, and despite protestations from Shelter and the Institute of Housing, the government decided to go ahead with the criminalisation.



     What seems to be missing from common conception is that squatting exists not because of lifestyle choices but because of a worsening homelessness crisis. Squatters are in fact one of the largest categories of homeless person in Britain today, second only to the hidden homeless that sleep on other people’s floors.

         But the majority of squatters appear to be single homeless people. This group is the last likely to qualify for “priority” housing points and consequently has very little chance of being offered housing by public bodies. With high rents and deposits often putting private rented accommodation out of financial reach, squatting often becomes the only immediate way to cope with homelessness.

         As an increasing number of empty properties in Britain coincides with our increasing number of homeless families and single persons. And yet the Empty Properties Unit, which for many years attempted to bring idle properties into use as homes, was defunded in April last year.

         Rather than spread so much time and effort cultivating an image of all squatters as “anti-social parasites”, and then riding in on a vote-winning white horse to criminalise them, the Government should start recognising that, in the absence of adequate housing alternatives, squatting can provide an essential form of self-help. Not the domain of vandals and thieves, as both the consultation paper and the CBI imply, but rather the last foothold on the slippery slope to the socially debilitating state of being without a home.






	
















(The Big Issue, Aug 21-Sept 3, 1992)
[bookmark: _Hlk5971569]
Read the article Rights and Wrongs by Jim Carey. Now answer the following questions as fully as you can, using your own words where possible.
1. (Read lines 1-24)
    List four phrases that suggest negative attitudes towards squatters 
					 (5 marks)

2. (Read lines 24-39)
    In your own words, explain what reasons are given for squatting. 
(5 marks)

3. According to the article, why have proposals to criminalise squatting received support? 
					 (5 marks)
4. (Read lines 40-55)
    In these paragraphs, it is clear that Jim Carey supports the rights of squatters. 
    Summarise these lines in no more than 50 words. 
				         (10 marks)


The house next door to you is occupied by squatters. Write a letter to your local MP expressing your views on the matter (you may use a fictitious name and address).
You may choose to support your views with evidence suggested in the article above. Do not simply re-write sentences/phrases from the article but try wherever possible to use your own words.
You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument……………..10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing………5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression……………….5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………..  5 marks



***********************************



[bookmark: _Hlk5971446]
[bookmark: _Toc207625102]Drink-Drivers Sent Back to Classroom 
(Adapted from an article by Alan Travis – The Guardian; 4 Aug.2000)
	The Home Office is to introduce compulsory lessons for problem drinkers as part of a plan to tackle alcohol-related crime. The 100,000 drink-drivers convicted every year face compulsory alcohol education and treatment courses under a shake-up of the motoring laws to be announced by ministers this month.
The Home Office unveiled its latest package of proposals to tackle alcohol-related crime yesterday, including the use of fixed-penalty fines to deal with public drunkenness and disorder, giving the police the power to confiscate open bottles and cans from those drinking in the street, and new measures to encourage pub landlords to crack down on under-age drinking.
 Under the drink-driving proposals, convicted motorists would be expected to attend a 90-minute class each week for between six to eight weeks in a course which would be designed to get them to face up to their problem drinking and prevent them re-offending. At present, a small number of convicted drink-drivers pay to take such courses in return for a three-month deduction from their automatic 12-month driving ban. 
Alcohol Concern said yesterday it had been pressing for such action for some time. Its assistant director, Sue Boon, said, " In the last three or four years, the national strategy has concentrated on illicit drugs which have had most of the resources. People are comfortable about seeing illegal drugs as the root of all evil; 90% of people use alcohol but are less comfortable about the fact that it causes even more problems. We want to see alcohol being given the same priority as the question of illicit drugs." 
The Automobile Association gave a cautious welcome to the move, saying it had been shown that voluntary alcohol education classes worked. However, a spokesman warned that if the classes were compulsory those attending might not have the same motivation. In the US some of the people sent for such re-education simply turn up and spend the time playing cards. 
The Home Office minister Charles Clarke said alcohol contributed to 40% of violent crime and 88% of criminal damage cases and the plan was part of a series of measures to reduce these statistics. 
He confirmed that the government intends to push ahead with fixed penalty fines for cases of public drunkenness but indicated that this would cover seven or eight specific offences. Police officers would not collect money "on the spot" and those fined would have the right to appeal to a court. However, Mr. Clarke said he did not envisage that drunks on the street would be breathalysed. Instead, police officers would use their judgment in determining whether those stopped had had too much to drink. 
The Conservative home affairs spokesman, David Lidington, was sceptical. "What sort of judgment will the officer be expected to make?" he said. "It is not like a speeding offence where you know from machinery that the car has been speeding. I want to know what evidence the police will need and what is the standard evidence that will be needed to prove the offence to a court." 
Home office ministers hope the measures will help tackle violent undercurrents in Britain's urban nightlife. Mr. Clarke said we think that establishing a culture in city centres around alcohol which is much tighter and more rigid, in partnership with clubs and pubs themselves and police, magistrates and local councils, will build an atmosphere where yob violence takes place for less."
The Home Office action plan also includes proposals to make the use of toughened drinking glasses, which lessen injuries from pub fights, a condition on issue of an alcohol licence. 
The national expansion of "pubwatch" schemes, under which landlords share information about troublemakers, will also be given the go-ahead. 
Mr. Clarke was also keen to see further moves towards a voluntary identity card scheme for older teenagers so they could prove they were over 18. The government is considering placing a positive duty on landlords to establish the age of younger customers. 
Pubs are also to be given stronger powers to exclude troublemakers and to refuse to sell alcohol to those who are already drunk.
[bookmark: _Hlk5971421]
Read the article Drink-drivers sent back to the classroom by Alan Travis. Now answer the following questions as fully as you can, using your own words where possible.
1. (Read lines 1-10)
    List the measures that the Home office has proposed to combat drink-driving.
					(5 marks)
2. (Read lines 10-20)
    Explain, in your own words, Alcohol Concern’s views on the new proposals.
					(5 marks)
3. (Read lines 29-39)
    Outline the proposals mentioned here and then go on to discuss the suggested strengths  
    and weaknesses.					(10 marks)

4. (Read lines 40 – 55)
    What extra duties are to be placed on landlords in the fight to tackle Britain’s nightlife    
    problems?					  (5 marks)

In your town, drink-driving is on the increase. Write a letter to your local newspaper saying what measures you think should be taken to address the problem. You should use some of the information from the article Drink-drivers sent back to the classroom in order to support your suggestions.
Address your letter to: Mr. R. Black (Editor), The Evening Gazette, 22 Fleet Avenue, Readsworth, RS2 9BQ.
 
You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument……………....10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing…….…5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression……………….5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………..  5 marks

****************************************
[bookmark: _Hlk5971399]
[bookmark: _Toc207625103]Do we have the right to play God? 
(Adapted from an article by Vicky Robinson, RSPCA senior scientific officer)

The birth of five cloned, genetically – modified piglets has been hailed as a breakthrough in the development of xenotransplantation – the use of animal organs for transplant into humans. Hospital waiting lists for human hearts and livers are long and many patients sadly die before organs become available.
  So this week’s announcement by Edinburgh – based biotechnology company, PPL Therapeutics, has raised hopes that animals and, in particular, pigs may be used as “organ donors” to bridge the gap.
   The international drive to make xenotransplantation a viable therapy has gathered considerable momentum in recent years, as techniques have been developed to genetically modify animals such as pigs. But where should the line be drawn on what is acceptable to do to animals for our benefit? Animals are already exploited extensively for food, scientific research and sport. But their use as “organ-factories” is considered by many people as a step too far.
    Using animals in this way raises serious ethical issues. These include the moral acceptability of GM animals, the suffering caused to those which are used as “donors”, the wastage of lives in the cloning process, and the use of animals in research to develop the technology.
   The five piglets – Noel, Angel, Star, Joy and Mary – were produced by nuclear transfer cloning, the technique used to create Dolly the sheep. Unlike Dolly, they have also been genetically – modified to try to overcome hyperacute rejection, which has been the stumbling block in transplants between species. Large numbers of pigs will have undergone surgery to collect eggs for manipulation and many would have been subsequently used to “carry” the manipulated embryos. It is likely that many piglets died during pregnancy. The wastage of such animal lives is an important ethical issue that is often ignored.
   Concern over the possibility of animal diseases spreading in human has led to strict controls on the environment in which the pigs are reared. In practice, they may therefore be kept in sterile conditions. The emphasis on sterility may mean that pigs are kept in sterile conditions. The emphasis on sterility may mean that pigs are kept in barren surroundings, with little opportunity for nesting or rooting. 
   In addition, as a result of the emphasis on disease control, piglets may be delivered by caesarian section and reared in an incubator without maternal contact and nurturing.
        A crucial issue that the RSPCA believes has not been given sufficient consideration in the debate on xenotransplantation is the huge amount of animal   experimentation required in developing the technology and assessing whether it is a viable therapy.
      PPL Therapeutics say that clinical trials may be imminent but similar claims were made in the early Nineties by another biotechnology company. In the intervening period, little progress has been made towards animal-to-human organ transplants, while many animals have been used in research. Whether the birth of cloned piglets will move xenotransplantation forward is still highly speculative. Whether pig organs could ever support life in humans for any length of time remains unknown. Unfortunately, answering that question will undoubtedly involve the use of animals in experiments that are likely to cause considerable suffering.
      Clearly, xenotransplantation present a serious ethical dilemma, with an inevitable conflict of interest between humans and animals. The RSPCA has great sympathy for people waiting for organ transplants and anyone who could benefit from treatments that may be developed if xenotransplantation ever becomes available.  Nevertheless, in the hype surrounding each apparent scientific breakthrough, the ethical and welfare issues for animals are overlooked.
   Now is the time to critically re-evaluate whether the full impact on animals has really been taken into account, whether xenotransplantation is realistically achievable, and whether all alternatives to using animals are being fully explored.

                                                                               (SUNDAY EXPRESS, January 6, 2002)



[bookmark: _Hlk5971371]Read the article Do we have the right to play God? by Vicky Robinson. Now answer the following questions as fully as you can, using your own words where possible.
1. (Read lines 1 -7)
     Explain how ‘xenotransplantation’ is presented in a positive light in these lines.						(5 marks)
2. (Read lines 8 – 17)
      List the ways in which animals are used for the benefit of humankind, and then briefly 
      outline the ethical questions raised by such practices.
					(5 marks)
3. (Read lines 18- 25)
     Explain what has been added to the cloning process since the first experiment with Dolly 
     the sheep. Outline the reason for this.					(5 marks)

4. (Read lines 26-33)
     How does the concern over the possible spread of animal diseases to humans affect the 
     piglets?
					(5 marks)
5. (Read lines 34-46)	
    Outline the questions and doubts about ‘xenotransplantation’ raised in these lines.
					(5 marks)


A new television programme entitled ‘the Voice of the People’ is inviting letters from viewers on various topics of debate. Some viewers will be invited to the studio to give their opinions but, in most cases, viewers’ letters will be read out and used to persuade the studio audience.

Write a letter to the programme in response to the article Do we have the right to play God? 

You may wish to agree or disagree with points made in the article.

You should aim to write approximately one side of your answer paper, and your work will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· clarity and strength of argument……………..10 marks
· punctuation, spelling and paragraphing………5 marks
· appropriate tone and expression………………5 marks
· use of standard letter writing format…………..5 marks


***************************************
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