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POETRY

[bookmark: _Hlk5972989]You will be asked to read a poem and respond to a short list of questions.
[bookmark: _Hlk536713206]
Candidates are expected to know the technical terminology found
in this section when answering exam questions.

You must be able to identify poetic devices and their use in poems,
as well as being able to demonstrate techniques in your own creative writing.
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Glossary of Poetic Devices

In the poetry section you will be asked questions concerning some, or all, of the following features:

a. phonology (sounds)

b. Figurative language

c. vocabulary, tone, mood

d. rhythm

e. rhyme

f. imagery

[bookmark: _Hlk5973168]a) Phonology
           Terms to understand include: 
           alliteration, sibilance, onomatopoeia, rhythm, rhyme, rhyme scheme, assonance.



i.  Alliteration is the repetition of consonants at the beginning of words or syllables.
	e.g. “Peter Piper picked a piece of pickled pepper.”

When you are asked to discuss the alliteration in a poem it is not enough to simply quote examples. You must say why you think the poet employs this technique. Does alliteration draw your attention? Does it make the poem interesting? Does it add humour? Is it interesting to look at? Does it draw words together?

i.  Onomatopoeia   is when the word actually represents the sound, as in the word ‘zap’ in Batman, for example. The poet adds an audio dimension to the poem using sound imagery. So, onomatopoeia depends on the ability of sounds to echo the sense of a word. Think about words such as ‘splash’, ‘coo’, ‘plop’, and ‘pop’.

iii.  Sibilance is the poet’s use of ‘hissing sounds’. The letter ‘s’ produces this sound in the word ‘hissing’. When a word begins with the letter ‘s’ we almost spit out the word – as in the word ‘spit’! Many words that show disapproval or contempt begin with the letter ‘s’. For example, ‘slap’, ‘snot’, ‘scab’, ‘stink’, ‘stench’, etc. Because we ‘spit’ out these words, wetness can be suggested too!

iv. Assonance is similar to alliteration except we are now looking at repeated vowel sounds.
Consider the following line: “The night was like a creeping cheetah, strange and dangerous.”

[bookmark: _Hlk5972693]Notice how ‘night’ and ‘like’ have the same vowel sound. ‘Creeping’ and ‘Cheetah’ have the same vowel sound, and ‘strange’ and ‘dangerous’ have the same vowel sound.

Assonance is good at bringing words together and suggesting a connection between them. Assonance is interesting to read/hear. Long vowels tend to make the action slower. Short vowels can speed up the action. (See section on Syllables)

[bookmark: _Hlk5973197]b) Figurative Language
There are many different figures of speech. Only three are discussed here.




Simile
A simile is a figure of speech that makes a direct comparison with something else. A
Simile always includes as or like.

		As daft as a brush.
		She looked like a princess.

Similes add to the imagery of a poem.


Metaphor
A metaphor is figure of speech that talks of one thing in terms of another. Examples would be to say, “My friend is a star,” (when literally she is not!) or, “My dog is a pig.”

Metaphors add to the imagery of a poem.


Personification
Personification serves to give human qualities to non-human subjects.

	The sun smiled in the clear sky. (Humans smile)

	The river giggled all the way down the mountain.

Giving non-human subjects human qualities can add feelings and emotions and therefore affect the mood of the poem.









c) Vocabulary, Tone, Mood
The poet’s choice of words is at the heart of the poetry. Poets are the wordsmiths!

There are many different figures of speech. Only three are discussed here.


Collocation
Words that appear together regularly are known as usual collocations. For example, blue and sky would be a usual collocation. Clichés are worn out phrases using collocations such as, “as white as snow.”  If the poet wanted to be original and avoid cliché they could use an unusual collocation such as, “as white as gran’s starched apron.”   This would draw the reader’s attention and create a stronger image.


Connotation
Many words in our language have synonyms (words with similar meanings) whose connotations can be very different. Consider the following:
		Yesterday I killed a dog on the way to work.

Or

		Yesterday I slaughtered a dog on the way to work.


Both ‘killed’ and ‘slaughtered’ mean to take a life, but these two sentences would connote different meanings to the average reader. Look up words in a thesaurus and consider the alternatives. Think about the different connotations. Poets think about them very carefully!


Syllables
Monosyllabic words are words with one syllable – e.g. ‘bang’, ‘kiss’, ‘walk’, ‘shout’, etc. Monosyllabic words can affect the pace of the poem and make the poem easier to understand, in many instances.

If a poet wanted to suggest the speed of a racing car, for example, they may choose to use many monosyllabic words:

		Down the straight
		Round the bend
		Past the crowd
		Round again
		See the flag
		Hold on in!
		Half a lap!
		Then the win!
On the other hand, polysyllabic words (words with many syllables) e.g. ‘definition’, ‘eccentricity’, and so forth may be used to slow the rhythm/pace of the poem. 
Consider also, more monosyllabic words appear in poetry for young readers as they are often easier to read and understand.


Neologisms
Poets may create their own words which can be very effective. Homemade
words draw attention.

		e.g. The sand was squodgy.

This could be considered an interesting homemade word that also employs 
Sibilance (see Sounds).

Poets look for gaps in the lexis too. Consider:

		I am happy 	or	I am unhappy	(everyday examples)
		
		I am sad	or	I am unsad 		(homemade word)

Poets can also ‘play’ with word classes where they make nouns into verbs. For example, 

		The man was windowing down the street.

Here the noun ‘window’ has been used as a verb!


Archaic Words
These are simply old-fashioned words that appear in older poems or out-dated words deliberately used by the poet to suggest old-fashioned people, things, or concepts. Archaic words can often be clues for when the poem was written.


 Emotive Words
	These are words employed to ‘move’ the reader. Connotations are important here.
	(see Connotations) Consider the following:

			I hate cheese.

			I despise cheese.

			I detest cheese.

	Which line do you find the most emotive?


Slang
Slang words may be used effectively by a poet to suggest a particular era as slang changes with every generation. Some slang returns. Consider:

		Love is groovy.  (1960s)
		Love is cool. 	     (1960s & 21st century!)


Dialect
Dialect words are words used in a particular geographical area. For example, a bairn is a Scottish dialect word for a baby. Dialect can also be found in the grammatical structures:

		I don’t want none.		(Northern dialect)
		
		I don’t want any.		(Standard dialect)

		We was out.			(Northern dialect)

		We were out.			(Standard dialect)

So, dialect can be used by a poet to suggest such things as setting, culture, and people’s backgrounds.


d) Rhythm
The rhythm of a poem can be affected in many ways. (see Pace) The length of the lines of the poem, whether they are long, short, or irregular, will affect the rhythm of the poem.

There are many different figures of speech. Only three are discussed here.



Caesuras
These are pauses in a line where the poet may use punctuation such as a comma, a colon, or even a full stop. When a line is arrested by a punctuation mark, inevitably the rhythm is affected. This use of caesura emphasises the meaning by making the reader hesitate. A sudden break in what had been a regular rhythm may be used by poet to suggest a sudden change in the situation.
In other words, if the racing car in the poem (quoted in the syllable section) crashed the poet could have used a caesura.

		Down the straight
		Round the bend
		Past the crowd
		Round again
		See the flag
		Hold on in!
		Half a lap
		Oh god! A spin!

So, the exclamation here serves to arrest the rhythm. Just as the car loses its rhythm, so too does the poem!

Rhythm can be used by the poet to mimic the actual rhythm of the subject. Poets have written poems about trains, for example, where the rhythm of the poem mimics the rhythm of the train.

e) Rhyme
Poetry does not have to rhyme but much traditional poetry uses rhyme.


Rhyme can add to the rhythm if it is regular. Rhyming words can draw attention to themselves and therefore gain significance. Poets may use regular rhyme schemes. A regular rhyme scheme is produced by choosing which lines rhyme with which. For example,
		The sky was blue	 (a)
		
		When I met you	 (a)

This is an ‘a’ ‘a’ rhyme scheme known as a rhyming couplet.
			
The sky was blue	(a)
			
			Up on the hill		(b)

			When I met you	(a)

			The world stood still (b)

This is an ‘a’ ‘b’ rhyme scheme.

So, poets can ‘play’ with endless variations. A poem could start using a regular rhyme scheme and then alter the scheme or not even rhyme at all! These variations can add to the meaning of the poem. They can affect mood and pace too. Many modern poets shy away from rhyming words as they can be seen to make the poetry trite, old-fashioned, and predictable if not used very carefully.

f) Imagery
Imagery is concerned with all five senses: touch, taste, smell, sight, sound.


Sound images can be evoked through such things as onomatopoeia rhythm, alliteration etc.

Similes can be used to create sound images, for example, “The train sounded like thunder,” or visual images – “She looked like a princess,” as well as touch, taste and smell.

Rhythm can create imagery too. Consider the poem quoted under Syllables.

Unusual words and collocations can evoke different images too. Look under Vocabulary.

These few pages are just a brief overview of poetic features. There are many excellent books on the craft of poetry. You should aim to read around your subject.
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