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[bookmark: _Toc205369023]Purpose of study 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. 
We have a responsibility to ensure that candidates meet the minimum standard of written English necessary to be successful in their future academic studies. Applicants must demonstrate that they are able to write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk11313643]Our equivalency tests can be used to demonstrate a satisfactory level of English language proficiency through the use of appropriate grammar by candidates for whom English is not their first language. 
If English is not your first language, please note that in order to meet the assessment criteria for the English and Literacy examinations, you must demonstrate a satisfactory level of English language proficiency through the use of appropriate grammar in your answers. Please read the “Assessment Component 2: Technical Accuracy” skills descriptors 
We are unable to approve extra time in exams for candidates on the basis that English is their second language. All candidates must be assessed according to the same marking criteria and following the same regulations, so that grades and certificates have the same validity.
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[bookmark: _Toc205369024][bookmark: _Hlk4675976]Exam Specification at a Glance
Assessment Summary
The GCSE English equivalency exam is comprised of two assessment components; 
· Knowledge and Content.
· [bookmark: _Hlk536713860]Technical Accuracy. 
Although a candidate may pass the Knowledge and Content component of the examination, if their standard of written English is deemed unsatisfactory by the examiner they will not achieve an overall ‘pass’ - the equivalent of Grade 4 (50%) - according to set criteria. 
· Candidates must pass both components to pass the GCSE English equivalency test.
· There is no speaking element in this GCSE English equivalency test.
[bookmark: _Hlk30071736]Subject Content
[bookmark: _Hlk11852153]Students will consider a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes.
This specification will ensure that students can read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
For GCSE English students should:
· read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and journalism.
· read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts.
· summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts.
· use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing.
· write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately.
· use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately.
· acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
[bookmark: _Toc205369025][bookmark: _Hlk11250277][bookmark: _Hlk11245970]Assessment Component 1: Knowledge and Content

All texts in the examination will be unseen.
Assessment Topics
Section A: Comprehension (25 marks)
· Either one longer prose passage, or two - three shorter passages 
· presented for comparison.
· Respond to a short list of questions.
· Marks available for each question will be clearly stated.
Section B: Letter writing (25 marks)
      Formal writing in response to the prose passage/passages presented in 
      Section A. To do this, candidates should understand the following:
a) The appropriate level of language for the audience (formal / informal)
b) The appropriate letter format – e.g. business letter layout, informal  
     letters, complaint letters etc.
c)  Understand and use the appropriate terms of address and know how to 
     close a letter.
Section C: Poetry (40 marks)
      One longer poem or two shorter poems presented for analysis.
[bookmark: _Hlk3283674]Respond to a short list of questions, demonstrating a thorough understanding of poetic devices.
Marks available for each question will be clearly stated.
Section D: Prose (10 marks)
· Candidates will be asked to write a paragraph from their imagination and 
· they will be expected to incorporate literary devices. 
· Candidates will have two questions to choose from.
· A visual stimulus will be provided.


Assessment Format

· Written exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes.
· 100 marks available.
· Candidates must achieve at least 50% to pass, in addition to demonstrating a satisfactory standard or written English.
50% = Grade 4 equivalent (previously Grade C, standard pass).
[bookmark: _Hlk11246165]65% = Grade 5 equivalent  (previously Grade B)

[bookmark: _Toc205369026]Assessment Component 2: Technical Accuracy

Although a candidate may pass the knowledge and content component of the examination, candidates are required to demonstrate a satisfactory standard of written English in order to pass the equivalency test.

We follow the Technical Accuracy assessment objectives set by The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) which are applied to all GCSE English Language specifications and all exam boards.

Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

To pass our equivalency test, candidates must be measured at Level 4 or Level 3 using the following skills descriptors:

	
[bookmark: _Toc205369027]Technical Accuracy Skills Descriptors


	Level 4
[image: Image result for tick]Pass
	Sentence demarcation is consistently secure and consistently accurate.
Wide range of punctuation is used with a high level of accuracy.
Uses a full range of appropriate sentence forms for effect.
Uses Standard English consistently and appropriately with secure control of complex grammatical structures.
High level of accuracy in spelling, including ambitious vocabulary. 
Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary.

	Level 3
[image: Image result for tick]Pass
	Sentence demarcation is mostly secure and mostly accurate.
Range of punctuation is used, mostly with success.
Uses a variety of sentence forms for effect.
Mostly uses Standard English appropriately with mostly controlled grammatical structures.
Generally accurate spelling, including complex and irregular words.
Increasingly sophisticated use of vocabulary.

	Level 2
Unsuccessful
	Sentence demarcation is mostly secure and sometimes accurate. 
Some control of a range of punctuation.
Attempts a variety of sentence forms.
Some use of Standard English with some control of agreement. 
Some accurate spelling of more complex words.
Varied use of vocabulary.

	Level 1
Unsuccessful
	Occasional use of sentence demarcation.
Some evidence of conscious punctuation. 
Simple range of sentence forms.
Occasional use of Standard English with limited control of agreement.
Accurate basic spelling.
Simple use of vocabulary.

	Level 0
Unsuccessful
	Students’ spelling, punctuation, grammar, etc. is sufficiently poor to prevent understanding or meaning.

	



[bookmark: _Hlk11246217][bookmark: _Hlk11250308]


[bookmark: _Toc205369028]Scheme of Assessment


[bookmark: _Hlk42778914]Candidates sit a standalone test, designed for the syllabus to be studied at home with a written examination taken within 12 months of registration. Candidates are sent a revision pack containing guidance and past papers to support their revision. 
In designing the assessments for this specification, we have ensured that our exam papers include questions or tasks which allow students to:
Provide extended responses demonstrating a coherent use of grammar.
Demonstrate their ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding from across a full course of study.
All materials are available in English only. 

Aims

The aim of this paper is to allow candidates to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and they should be able to write grammatically correct sentences, deploy figurative language and analyse texts.

In section A, reading a text or multiple linked tests to consider how each presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader.
In section B, producing a written text to a specified audience, purpose and form in which they give their own perspective on the theme that has been introduced to them in section A.
In section C, analysing one longer poem or two shorter poems and demonstrating a thorough understanding of poetic devices.
[bookmark: _Hlk30074040]In section D, writing their own creative text to demonstrate their narrative and descriptive skills in response to a written prompt and visual image.




Content

The source for the Comprehension and Poetry questions will be a non-fiction text. They will be drawn from either the 20th or 21st century. The choice of genre includes high quality journalism and articles, or other appropriate non-fiction forms.
The source for the Poems questions will be a text or texts drawn from either the 20th or 21st century. The genre will be poetry.
[bookmark: _Hlk30072161][bookmark: _Hlk11246238]As a stimulus for the candidates’ own creative writing, a visual stimulus will be provided.
You must achieve at least 50% to pass the GCSE English equivalency test.
50% - 64%		= 	Grade 4 (Grade C, standard pass)
65% and over 	= 	Grade 5 (Grade B)
[bookmark: _Toc205369029]Assessment Objectives

We follow the assessment objectives set by The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) which are applied to all GCSE English Language specifications and all exam boards. Therefore, the exam will measure how candidates have achieved the following assessment objectives:

1. Reading: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.
2. Reading: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.
3. Reading: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts.
4. Reading: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.
5. Writing: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.
6. Writing: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.
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[bookmark: _Toc205369030]Your GCSE English Equivalency Exam
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[bookmark: _Toc205369031]Revision Guidance

This information pack contains a list of the topics which you will need to revise for your exam, as well as exam preparation information and practise papers. 
The pack is designed to support your revision in preparation for your equivalency exam but it is not designed to emulate the exams in any way. 
You may need to use additional revision materials to build your subject knowledge.
GCSE level textbooks may be used, however, some of the topics may not be included, as many books are produced for specific exam specifications. 





Online Resources :
The BBC GCSE Bitesize website is a useful resource for many topics, including 
analysing fiction:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zgkj39q
Analysing poetry:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/ztbsp39
You could use the following BBC Bitesize Revision pages for grammar support:
Spelling:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zs47xsg/revision/1
Punctuation:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zc2sv4j/revision/1
Grammar:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z2y9dmn/revision/1



[bookmark: _Hlk8225234][image: ] Exam Preparation
Please take time before each exam to read the instructions on the front of the exam paper. 
· GCSE English equivalency standalone test: 
· 2 hours and 30 minutes in duration
· 1 paper with four sections: Comprehension, Letter-Writing, Poetry and Creative Writing.
· [bookmark: _Hlk4676609]There is no speaking element in this GCSE English equivalency test.
· You much achieve at least 50% to pass the test, as well as demonstrating a satisfactory standard of written English.
50% = Grade 4 equivalent (previously Grade C)
65% and over = Grade 5 equivalent (previously Grade B)
[bookmark: _Hlk8222927]Important Information:
The English Equivalency test is designed to be equivalent to the level of written standard expected of GCSE English and according to Ofqual guidelines.
Prior to sitting the English Equivalency Examination, the candidate’s command of written English must be of a good standard and must not contain grammatical and stylistic errors.
Although a candidate may pass the knowledge and content component of the examination at 50%, if their standard of  written English is deemed unsatisfactory by the examiner, they will not achieve an overall ‘pass’.
Please read the Assessment Objectives found in this revision pack for detailed information.
What to bring with you:
You will need to bring photo ID to register for the exam.
Acceptable ID includes passport, driving licence, recognised age ID card, residential permit, student or NUS Card.
If you have recently changed your name, you must bring additional evidence such as a change of name document or marriage certificate. If you feel your name has not been registered correctly, please contact us prior to the exam.
GCSE English:
A blue/black pen and a spare.
Dictionaries/ thesauruses are not permitted in any exam.





[bookmark: _Toc205369032]Examination Tips

Do read any instructions given on the paper. 
It is essential that you follow these implicitly.

Do not rewrite the question before you give your answer. 
This is a waste of time and energy. However, you should use full sentences. 

Do make sure that your answer explains clearly what you are talking about. 
It might be necessary to repeat a phrase from the question to clarify this.

Do make every effort to answer the questions in order. 
It is a bad policy to “jump around” and present your answers out of sequence. If you cannot answer a question at first, leave enough space to return to it if you have time.

Do make sure that you use the same method and sequence of labelling answers as the examiners have used for the questions. 
If your labelling does not correspond, it is possible that you will not be awarded any marks because the examiner will not know which question you are answering.

Do look at the number of marks awarded to each question if this is shown. 
[bookmark: _Hlk7700010]It will help you to decide how much time to spend on the question and how long your answer should be. It is inadvisable to spend 10 minutes working on an answer that will give you only two marks and it would be foolish to produce an answer which is two lines long if the examiners indicate that it is worth 20 marks.
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