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Aims
To provide an overv iew of  the ro le  of  an ODP (Operat ing Department Pract i t ioner)

To provide an overv iew of  the ro le  of  a  Paramedic

To show s imi lar i t ies  and d i f ferences in  the two roles

Why should your student apply?
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Where are we from 
school/college 
name

Travel time in car

Travel time by train
Train Route/No of trains/price 
(if applicable)

Travel time by plane Plane route/price
(if applicable)

Ferry Travel time/price
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A place to live
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What is 
an ODP?
Operating 
Department 
Practitioner
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50%theory/50% clinical practice
3 years full time study
3 year plan/timetable

ODP – pick a site-

Ormskirk or Manchester

Expand your Opportunities with Edge Hill

Students are eligible for the NHS Learner 
Support Fund = £5k per year.

Hospital Trusts provide theatre shoes 
and scrubs, University provide a set of 
student scrubs to wear.

We partner with hospital Trusts 
throughout the North West region.
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Why EHU?
Who do we 
want?
Superb leading edge clinical simulation 
facilities in a dedicated building, using industry 
standard equipment.

Predominantly home grown dedicated 
teaching team of ODP’s and Theatre Nurses

Commitment to teaching values of multi-
disciplinary teamwork(including other AHP’s), 
communication, leadership, opportunity for 
progression, holistic patient centred care. 
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What is a 
Paramedic?

Expand your Opportunities with Edge Hill
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‘A paramedic works autonomously
as a generalist clinician across a 
range of healthcare settings, usually 
in emergency, primary or urgent 
care. 

They may also specialise in clinical 
practice, education, leadership or 
research.’ 

The College of Paramedics (2019)

Paramedics are:
- Registered healthcare professionals

Have a unique role that crosses: 
• healthcare, 
• public health, 
• social care and 
• public safety

Most well-known for working within:
• Ambulance Services providing immediate 

and emergency care in response to 999 
calls 

But.... also work in other areas of healthcare



The paramedic profession has evolved from being a provider 
of emergency treatment and transportation in an ambulance 
to a provider of mobile healthcare.
As a result of this evolution, paramedics can now be found 
working in multiple settings including:
general practice, minor injury units, urgent care centres, walk-
in centres and accident and emergency (A&E) departments, 
telehealth and telecare services and in remote and offshore 
sectors. 
Paramedics in some of these settings often undertake 
advanced clinical assessments and take the responsibility for 
the ongoing care provided to patients, in addition to onward 
referral and discharge.
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•Essential Skills

• Strong communication skills

• Care, compassionate, empathy

• Honesty and integrity

• Quick decision-making and critical thinking

• Think laterally

• Enjoy working with people

• Work independently and in a team

• Recognise, understand and assess situations quickly

• Remain calm under pressure and/or in a stressful situation, 

especially when dealing with people’s emotions

• Resilience

• Emotional strength to cope with distressing situations; you can't 

be squeamish

• Common sense, initiative, be responsible

• Accept feedback and put it into practice

• A good level of manual dexterity and physical fitness
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Standards of conduct, performance and ethics

The standards of proficiency for paramedics

Standards of Continuing professional development

Essential - Sources

• Core Values
• 6 C's
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The Programme

Comprises 3 essential elements

• Theory

• Practice-Learning

• Simulation and scenarios
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