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Welcome to your November edition of the Edge Hill Alumni Newsletter, this month, we share inspiring stories from across our alumni community: from Carol Kennett’s remarkable journey of hope and determination to friendships that have spanned decades, and even a love story that began right here on campus. You’ll also find exciting updates, events, and opportunities to reconnect with Edge Hill and fellow graduates. Wherever life has taken you, you’ll always have a place in the Edge Hill story.
ALUMNI FOCUS
Carol Kennett's Story

At 46, mum-of-four Carol Kennett has achieved her dream, graduating from Edge Hill University with a PGCE in Primary Education with a QTS, all while battling and surviving triple-negative breast cancer not once, but twice.

The journey was incredibly challenging, including intensive treatment and becoming a single parent. Carol says, "The toll of the treatments deeply affected my self-confidence and I often felt left behind. For five years, my life felt as though it had been put on pause.”

But Carol decided to take control, enrolling at Edge Hill. She credits the support from her Personal Academic Tutor (PAT) and the University for helping her manage fatigue and rebuild her confidence.

Today, Carol is working, studying for her Master's in SEND, and building her dream. Her message is one of hope: "I feel empowered and positive. This course has allowed me to reclaim my sense of purpose and look towards the future with hope."

Read Carol's story Mum of four who survived cancer twice pursues dream | Edge Hill University

The Letter: Lifelong Friendship Forged at Edge Hill
We were thrilled to hear from alumna Jenny Jones (née Croston), who shared the heartwarming story of six Edge Hill Training College students who met in 1956 and have remained friends ever since.
Their enduring bond began through the college’s ‘family’ system, continued through a circulating letter that connected them for decades, and now lives on through monthly Zoom calls.
Jenny’s reflections remind us that while times change, the friendships formed at Edge Hill truly last a lifetime.
Read The Letter The Letter: Lifelong friendship forged at Edge Hill | Edge Hill University
From Halls of Residence to ‘I do’

When Lewis Dale and Hannah Simons (now Dale) arrived at Edge Hill University as new students in September 2014, little did they know their Welcome Sunday move-in to halls would mark the start of a life-changing journey.

They met in Founders Court, sharing a flat just two doors apart. A friendship quickly blossomed and by September 2015 their bond had grown into a relationship that would stand the test of time.

Over the past decade, Lewis and Hannah have built a life together, including a home, a beloved dog, and lots of shared memories. The couple tied the knot on the 20 September 2025, marking their marriage the day before the 11-year anniversary of their very first meeting.

Their story has a particularly special Edge Hill twist, on 16 September 2023, Lewis brought Hannah back to campus for an impromptu visit, proposing at the place where it all began.

Lewis, from Bicester, studied BA Hons English Language and is now a Data Analyst, whilst Hannah, from Northampton, studied BA Hons English Literature, went on to do a PGCE and is now a Primary School Teacher.

Reflecting on their time together, Lewis shared: "Edge Hill has been such a big part of our lives, identities, and story. It feels only right that it continues to be part of this next chapter too."

Congratulations to Lewis and Hannah Dale on their marriage, a true Edge Hill love story.
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Alumni Spotlight
Joshua Geary: From Edge Hill to Educating Yorkshire!
Congratulations to Edge Hill graduate Joshua Geary, who has had an extraordinary start to his teaching career, featuring on Channel 4’s Educating Yorkshire during his very first year in the classroom.
Now a Secondary Maths Teacher at Thornhill, Joshua shares how Edge Hill helped him build confidence, develop his teaching skills, and prepare for life at the front of the classroom.
Joshua said: “Edge Hill was fantastic in preparing me for the realities of teaching. My lecturers were incredibly supportive and helped me develop my confidence and communication skills, things I use every day.”
Joshua hopes to inspire the next generation of teachers and to break the stigma that maths “isn’t for everyone.”
Read more Edge Hill graduate to Educating Yorkshire | Edge Hill University
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ALUMNI RETURN TO CAMPUS
Celebrating 40 years of friendship at Edge Hill
In October, Rachel Flinn (Bloomfield) who studied BA Applied Social Sciences, Carol Dickson (Boult) who studied BED Hons Primary Specialist and Janet Hughes who studied BSc Geography with Biological Science, met up on campus 40 years after graduating in 1988.
If you're thinking about meeting up at Edge Hill for a reunion we’d love to hear from you, email Alumni@edgehill.ac.uk.
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Edge Ahead: What's in your head?

Edge Ahead is back with two more instalments.

Last month, to coincide with World Mental Health Day, former world champion boxer Tony Bellew joined Edge Hill University’s podcast, Edge Ahead, for a heartfelt episode about real-life struggles and the value of support.

In the latest episode, former student Paige Rivers discusses her own mental health journey with anorexia, recovery and creating a space for men’s mental health.

Stream all episodes on YouTube and Spotify.
Graduate Voices
Have you taken part in the Graduate Outcomes Survey?
We’d love to hear from you!
Share your experience and tell us why you felt it was important to complete the survey. Your story could help inspire future graduates and may even be featured on our website.
Your voice helps shape the future of Edge Hill and shows the real impact of an Edge Hill degree. Contact us by emailing Alumni@edgehill.ac.uk
WHAT’S ON AT EDGE HILL?
Enhance your skills with our flexible CPD courses
Courses starting 29 January 2026:

Online | Generative Art is a form of art created through autonomous systems guided by conceptual rules designed by the artist. This course introduces you to the fundamentals of generative visual art using Processing, a powerful and user-friendly programming language tailored for artists, designers, and creative coders.

In-person | An introduction to French is a fun and engaging beginner-level course designed for anyone curious about the French language and culture.

In-person | Next steps in Spanish is a lively and engaging follow-on course designed for learners who already have some basic knowledge of the Spanish language and are keen to build on their skills.

Find out more and book your place Continuing professional development - Edge Hill University
What are you up to now? Connect with us and #InspireOurFuture
Join us on socials Facebook and LinkedIn and become part of our online alumni family, offering a space to reminisce, celebrate successes of fellow alumni members and keep in the loop on the latest Edge Hill developments.
Email the alumni team to share your success stories since leaving University. If you’ve had a career change, landed your dream job or started your own business, tell us all about it so we can celebrate you and share your story to inspire others.
Update your details on our alumni network to stay up to date with the latest Edge Hill news and events.
Best wishes,
Edge Hill University Alumni
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