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Welcome to your December edition of the Edge Hill Alumni Newsletter. This month, we’re delighted to share stories of exceptional alumni achievements, inspiring career journeys, and heartfelt returns to campus. From prize-winning authors to dedicated charity leaders and rising stars in the legal profession, our graduates continue to make an impact across the world. You’ll also find opportunities to reconnect with Edge Hill, join upcoming events, and celebrate the festive season with us.
ALUMNI FOCUS
Christopher Rose - Goldsmith Prize winner
[image: ]
Former Edge Hill PhD student C.D. Rose has won the 2025 Goldsmiths Prize for his novel We Live Here Now, celebrating innovation in fiction.
Chris, who completed his PhD in Creative and Critical Writing at Edge Hill, said he was “overwhelmed” when his name was announced at the London ceremony.
“I really didn’t think I’d win,” he said. “Any writer will tell you it’s great to have some recognition. I hope it means more people will read my work – and short fiction more generally.”
Born in Manchester and now living in Hebden Bridge, Chris is the author of several acclaimed books. His winning novel explores the mysterious disappearance of a conceptual artist’s installation and the ripple effects across the lives of twelve people.
Judges praised the book as “dazzling… intellectually challenging and supremely entertaining.”
Read more
Daniel Valentine - Trustee of the Year
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We’re proud to celebrate the achievements of Edge Hill alumnus Daniel Valentine, whose outstanding leadership as Chair of the Lovey Foundation UK has earned him the Trustee of the Year award. Daniel’s work is making a meaningful difference to the lives of young people in rural Ghana, where the charity supports children transitioning from labour into full-time education.
His journey from PGCE student to senior communications professional and award-winning charity leader is an inspiring example of the impact Edge Hill graduates are making across the world. Daniel’s story highlights his commitment to education and social change, and also the valuable skills and experiences he gained during his time at Edge Hill.
Read the full story to discover more about Daniel’s award win, his remarkable charitable work, and how his Edge Hill experience helped shape his path.
Read Daniel’s alumni profile
Alumni Spotlight: Chloe Moran
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Edge Hill alumna Chloe Moran also studied LLB (Hons) Law has already made an extraordinary impact in the legal world, working as a Solicitor in the Public Law and Human Rights team at Irwin Mitchell. Her journey from Fastrack student to specialist solicitor is one of determination and finding the right university environment.
Chloe left school at 17 without A-Levels and spent several years working in hospitality, but her ambition to study law never faded. A visit to a friend at Edge Hill changed everything, she fell in love with the campus and discovered the Fastrack programme. From that moment, she worked to turn her long-standing dream into reality.
During her time at Edge Hill, Chloe thrived in the Law School taking on roles such as Vice President of Events for the Law Society, participating in mooting and negotiation competitions, and representing student voices at the highest level of university decision-making as Student Governor. She credits these experiences with helping her develop confidence and professionalism, skills she uses every day as a solicitor.
Now working on cases in the Court of Protection, including complex matters involving serious medical treatment and issuing Judicial Review claims against public bodies, Chloe is using her legal skills to support some of the most vulnerable people in society. Remarkably, she secured her contract in her second year at Edge Hill, a testament to her hard work and the support she received from tutors and the Careers Team.
Read Chloe’s alumni profile
Alumni Spotlight: Faye Morris
Edge Hill Law alumna Faye Morris who also studied LLB (Hons) Law has carved out an impressive early career in the legal profession, progressing to Paralegal at Weightmans LLP. Faye is also Chair of the Merseyside Junior Lawyers Division. Her journey shows resilience, creativity, and the power of seizing every opportunity available during her time at university.
Faye joined Edge Hill as a late starter after transferring from another university, unsure of her direction but determined to find the right environment for her. At Edge Hill she discovered a supportive, close-knit Law School where tutors knew their students personally and encouraged them to challenge themselves both academically and professionally.
During her degree, she immersed herself in extracurricular activities, including taking on the role as Negotiation Officer for the Law Society, helping run competitions, and even co-founding a Client Interviewing competition to support first- and second-year students. Her commitment to personal and professional development paid off, graduating in the top 3% of her cohort despite the challenges of studying during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Now working in Weightmans LLP, Faye works on behalf of both private and insurer clients, handling a broad range of litigation tasks. Faye also actively supports junior lawyers across the region, helping create clearer pathways into the profession.
Read Faye’s alumni profile
ALUMNI RETURN TO CAMPUS
Edge Hill Alumni Reunite to Mark 30-Year Anniversary
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Last month, alumna Sal Brecken (née Earnshaw) returned to Ormskirk with her husband Jason to mark a very special milestone, 30 years since they first met at Edge Hill on 13th November 1995. The couple will also celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary next year.

Sal studied English Language and Literature from 1995–98, while Jason studied the same course from 1994–97. After graduating, Sal moved from Lancashire to Whitley Bay and they married in June 2001.

During their anniversary visit, Sal and Jason retraced their student footsteps, from Southport where the building that once housed Manhattans still stands, the nightclub where they first met, to a nostalgic walk around Ormskirk revisiting old shops, pubs and familiar streets. They also dropped by campus to see how much has changed.

Whilst in Ormskirk, Sal caught up with her friend Helen Briscoe (née Wilson), who she met in their very first lecture in 1995. Helen, originally from Whitley Bay, studied English Language and Literature with Sal from 95–98 and later married a local lad, Stephen, in 2000 before settling in Ormskirk. A lovely twist to their story: Sal is a Lancashire lass who moved to Whitley Bay, while Helen is a Geordie who moved to Lancashire!

Jason also met up with his friend Scott Glenister, who studied Communication Studies from 94–97. Jason and Scott house shared in their second year and have remained close friends ever since.

A huge thank you to Sal and Jason for sharing their wonderful story and for sending some fantastic ‘then and now’ photos from their trip down memory lane. You can see more photos on Facebook. 📸

Do you have your own Edge Hill story to share? We’d love to hear it, email Alumni@edgehill.ac.uk.
Law Alumni Panel 2025
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Each year, the School of Law and Criminal Justice welcomes back graduates for the Law Alumni Panel, an evening designed to bridge the gap between current students and the professionals who once sat where they are now.
This event brings together alumni working across a wide range of legal fields, offering real-world insight, honest reflections and advice for any student thinking about their future in law. With networking opportunities, practical guidance on training contracts, applications, and career pathways, the event is a standout moment in the Law School calendar.
Read more
GET INVOLVED AND RECONNECT
[bookmark: _Int_uVbrJvNM]Christmas Carol Concert at Ormskirk Parish Church

Edge Hill University is delighted to host its annual Christmas Carol Concert on Thursday 11 December 2025 at 6pm (doors open 5:30pm) at Ormskirk Parish Church.
 
The evening marks a new tradition for our University as we gather students, staff, families, friends and members of the wider community to share in the music and atmosphere of the festive season.
 
The church will be beautifully candlelit as we come together for performances from Edge Hill students and staff, local school choirs, and a traditional brass quartet. It’s a free event and everyone is welcome.
 
All donations on the night will go towards two wonderful local charities: The Anthony Rawsthorne Foundation and Hope Street. Refreshments will also be available during the evening.
Christmas Carol Concert
Edge Ahead: What's in your head?

We were thrilled to welcome James Sutton, Hollyoaks, Emmerdale actor and creator of Male Mind Matters podcast. In this powerful conversation, James opens up about his personal road to mental wellness, from debilitating panic attacks that threatened his drama school career, to the toxic culture of fame that contributed to a later breakdown and divorce.

TEDx speaker, presenter of the BAFTA-nominated Life After Suicide and Ambassador for Survivors of Bereavement by Suicide, Angela Samata, shares a deeply moving and personal conversation speaking openly about losing her partner Mark and how, in just 15 minutes, her life changed forever. She reflects on the weight of her personal grief, supporting her young sons through the loss and the continuing need to break down the stigma around men’s mental health.

Stream all episodes on YouTube and Spotify.
WHAT’S ON AT EDGE HILL?
Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) Preparation Course

As a Teaching Assistant (TA), you bring valuable skills to the classroom. Your role is critical in delivering individualised education, health, and care plans, and in building trusted relationships that boost pupil engagement and well-being.

The HLTA Preparation course recognises your contribution and offers a clear opportunity to grow your career within education, enabling a more confident and independent delivery of learning activities, further enhancing your impact on your pupils’ learning and development.

Course benefits: Professional recognition Enhanced skills Opportunities for career progression This HLTA Preparation course is tailored for TAs who are currently employed in a school setting and are seeking to advance their pedagogical skills and knowledge.

Higher Level Teaching Assistant Preparation course | Register now

Best wishes,
Edge Hill University Alumni
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