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Ten years ago in a talk at UKLVC3, in 2001, I outlined some of the issues, challenges, and questions raised by the notion of the influence of the broadcast media on language variation and change.  I also discussed theoretical frameworks and research methodologies and from work on media influence on social behaviours carried out in mass communications which could be used in conjunction with sociolinguistic methods, to start trying to consider these issues for language. This paper will outline the subsequent study which was carried out in Glasgow in this way, and in collaboration with Claire Timmins, Gwilym Pryce, and Barrie Gunter, to investigate the potential role of television in the rapid spread of a set of sound changes, TH-fronting, DH-fronting and L-vocalisation. Here I will consider four main intersecting aspects of our research carried out over the past decade: media models, community norms and social meaning; the quantitative evidence linking engagement with television to sound change; a sociophonetic approach to understanding the ‘influence’ of television on speech; and how this might relate more generally to processes taking place during face to face interaction.

